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Experimental  Farm  Notes. 

Trap  Nest  Trials — The  ^'Cuckoo'''  Pro- 
nounced the  Best — Size,  Ventilation, 
Convenience  and  Accuracy  the  Points 
that  Were  Under  Consideration — The 
Egg  Yield  and  P^'ices  for  the  Month 
of  July. 


The  trap  nest  trials — as  far  as  the 
present  contest,  at  least,  is  concerned — 
are  at  an  end.  During  these  months  of 
experimenting,  not  once  did  we  show 
favors  to  any  of  the  competitors.  We 
rendered  our  decision  according  to  size 
of  nest,  amount  of  ventilation  given  the 
hen  on  the  nest,  convenience  for  hand- 
ling hen  and  egg,  and  accuracy  of  trap's 
working. 

*  * 
* 

The  nest  that  combined  the  most 
points,  according  to  our  scale  for  judg- 
ing, was  the  Cuckoo,  invented  by  Mr. 
John  Geishaker,  of  Hammonton.  This 
nest  takes  up  the  least  room ;  is  well 
ventilated  ;  most  convenient  arrange- 
ment for  removing  hen  and  egg;  easy 
for  hen  to  enter  ;  and  impossible  for  two 
hens  to  get  on  the  nest  at  the  same 
time.    There  is  no  guess  work. 

All  work  is  done  from  the  front,  there 
being  no  back  nor  top  door  for  removing 
hen  or  egg.  This  makes  it  more  desir- 
able for  placing  under  the  dropping 
platforms. 

The  nest  is  semi-dark,  which  we  con- 
sider an  improvement  over  one  too  light 
or  too  dark.  The  double  doors  in  front 
are  worked  on  chains,  and  are  not  likely 
to  get  out  of  order. 

*** 

Mr.  Geishaker  also  entered  the  A  Few 
Hens  nest  for  competition,  a  well-ven- 
tilated, neat  and  accurate  affair,  but  not 
so  convenient  to  remove  the  hen.  It 
cannot  be  used  under  the  dropping  plat- 
form, and,  as  the  nest  is  worked  by  a 
tramwaj',  there  is  a  possibility  of  dirt 
or  nesting  material  wedging  in  it  so  as 
to  make  the  w^orkings  unsatisfactory. 
*** 

Mr.  Wellcome's  Ideal  nest  does  accu- 
rate work,  is  neat  and  takes  up  little 
space  in  the  house,  but  it  cannot  be  used 
"under  the  dropping  boards,  as  the  hen 
and  egg  must  be  removed  from  either 
the  back  or  top  of  the  nest.    The  nest, 


too,  is  rather  closely  built  for  summer 
use,  the  hen  suffering  considerably  if 
kept  enclosed  too  long  during  hot 
weather. 

*** 

Mr.  Newall's  Reliable,  Style  C,  has 
never  failed,  and  is  the  best  ventilated 
nest  of  the  lot.  The  points  against  it, 
however,  are  first,  the  room  it  takes  up 
in  the  hen  house  (it  cannot  well  be  used 
under  a  platform)  ;  and,  second,  the  in- 
convenience to  get  a  broody  hen  off  the 
nest. 

*** 

Mr.  Lloyd's  Uneeda  does  accurate 
work,  but  inconvenient  to  use  under 
platform.  The  working  of  the  nest  is 
done  by  a  string,  which  is  likely  to 
break  or  pla}^  false,  requiring  some 
guessing.  Yet,  to  date,  we  have  not 
met  with  such  experience.  This  nest, 
like  the  Reliable,  is  not  adapted  for  use 
under  the  platform. 

*** 

Mr.  Woodhead's  American  nest  is  ac- 
curate so  long  as  dirt  or  nesting  mate- 
rial does  not  bind  the  tramway,  when  it 
is  apt  to  prevent  the  trap  from  working. 
As  the  hen  and  egg  must  be  removed 
from  the  rear,  it  cannot  be  used  under  a 
platform. 

*** 

We  lay  great  stress  on  the  point  that 
the  nest  can  be  worked  under  a  plat- 
form. True,  these  nests  opening  in  the 
rear  can  be  attended  to  from  an  alley- 
way, but  two-thirds  of  the  poultry 
houses,  we  believe,  do  not  have  an 
alleyway. 

We  have  endeavored  to  use  the  best 
judgment  in  our  decision,  and  hope  our 
readers  will  accept  this  conclusion  as  an 
honest  oue.j 

*  * 

During  the  past  month  we  have  been 
bus}^  whitewashing,  painting,  doing 
general  repair  work,  cleaning  up,  and 
the  scores  of  chores  and  odd  jobs  that 
present  themselves  on  a  poultry  farm, 
especially  at  this  time  of  year. 

The  coming  season  we  will  test  the 
egg  and  meat  qualities  of  a  small  pen  of 
Silver  Wyandottes,  a  pen  of  White  Plv- 
mouth  Rocks,  and  a  pen  each  of  Single 
and  Rose  Comb  Rhode  Island  Reds,  be- 
sides considering  our  work  with  Light 
Brahmas.  White  Wyandottes  and  Single 
Comb  White  Leghorns, 
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We  sell  quite  a  number  of  roasting 
fowls,  to  private  custom,  during  the 
year,  and  have  been  able  to  meet  the 
demands  of  small  roasters  with  the 
White  Wyandottes,  and  large  roasters 
with  the  Light  Brahmas.  But  very 
often  there  is  a  call  for  a  weight  between 
that  of  the  Brahma  and  Wyandotte,  and 
we  will  especially  compare  the  Rhode 
Island  Reds  and  W^hite  Plymouth  Rocks 
for  that  place. 

Our  experience  with  Leghorns  has 
been  very  good,  so  far  as  eggs  are  con- 
cerned, but  for  table  purposes  we  find 
them  very  unsatisfactory.  The  preco- 
ciousness  of  the  cockerels,  too,  gives  us 
considerable  trouble.  We  shall  give 
the  breed  another  trial  this  year  to  see 
if — for  a  small  farm  like  ours — it  will  be 
best  to  retain  them  on  our  list,  or  have 
them  make  place  for  some  other  breed 
which  we  are  testing. 

*** 

During  the  month  of  July  our  Brah- 
mas laid  203  eggs;  Wyandottes,  484 
eggs ;  Leghorns,  205  eggs.  This  made 
a  total  of  892  eggs  for  the  month,  or  a 
daily  average  of  a  fraction  less  than  29 
eggs.  The  highest  number  of  eggs  laid 
in  one  day  was  37,  and  the  lowest  num- 
ber 20. 

Of  eggs  retailed,  the  highest  price  we 
received  during  the  montli  was  19  cents, 
and  the  lowest,  18  cents  ;  average,  18  1-2 
cents. 


Eggs  and  Egg  Farming. 


Facts,    Figures    and    Poitiiers  —  Egg- 
Lay  i  71  g  Type — Selling  Eggs  by 
Weight — Testing  Fresh  Eggs — Cold- 
Storage  Eggs  —  Exposure  of  Eggs 
for  Hatching. 


If  your  neighbor's  hens  are  troublesoine 

And  steal  across  the  way. 
Don't  let  your  angry  passions  rise, 

But  fix  a  place  for  them  to  lay. 

Stamina  makes  eggs. 
Are  you  feeding  drones? 
Fat  hens  are  poor  layers. 
Breed  "in  line"  for  eggs. 
Hens  need  encouragement. 
New  bloods  makes  stamina. 
Neglected  hens  go  on  a  strike. 
You  need  not  inbreed  for  eggs. 
Starved  hens  cannot  make  eggs. 
Hatch  for  the  year-round  egg  crop. 
The  trap-nest  will  pick  out  your  layers. 
The  condition  of  the  shell  tells  the  con- 
dition of  the  fowl. 
The  shell  of  an  egg  contains  50  grains 

of  salt  of  lime. 
Between  40  and  50  degrees  is  the  proper 

temperature  to  keep  eggs  for  hatching 

during  winter. 
Eggs  intended  for  hatching  should  not 

be  kept  over  four  weeks.    They  must 

be  turned  every  day  or  two. 
In  an  egg  of  1000  grains,  600  belong  to 

the  white,  300  to  the  yolk,  and  100  to 

the  shell. 

A  Light  Brahma  hen's  egg  will  weigh 
from  2  1-4  to  2  1-2  oitnces,  or  about  i 
pound  12  ounces  per  dozen. 

The  eggs  of  the  White  Leghorn,  Black 
Minorca,  and  Houdan  are  of  about  the 
same  weight  as  those  of  the  Light 
Brahma. 

For  g'lod  results  in  egg  production,  the 
hen  house  during  the  winter  shouJd 


not  be  allowed  to  become  colder  than 
40  degrees. 

It  costs  one  cent  each,  in  the  East,  to 
produce  an  egg;  out  West,  where 
grain  is  cheaper,  the  cost  would 
hardly  exceed  a  half  cent. 

In  ICQ  parts  of  the  white  of  an  egg, 
about  84  per  cent,  is  water;  12  1-2  per 
cent,  albumen  ;  one  per  cent,  mineral 
matter;  2  1-2  per  cent,  sugar,  etc. 

The  busy,  noisy,  scratching,  singing 
hen  is  usually  a  good  layer.  There 
seems  to  be  some  connection  between 
vivacity  and  o^ariosity,  says  Texas 
Farm  and  Ranch. 

A  young  hen  lays  a  larger  litter  than 
the  old  hen.  The  first  and  second 
years  of  a  hen's  life  are  the  most  pro- 
ductive of  eggs.  How  unprofitable, 
then,  to  kill  off  the  young  fowls  and 
leave  the  aged  ones. 

A  writer  on  poultry  topics  says  a  hen 
long  in  neck,  and  legs,  prominent  in 
breast,  deep  behind,  flesh  hard  and 
muscular,  rather  above  the  average 
size  of  the  breed,  of  lively  disposition 
but  not  easily  frightened,  large  eater, 
and  always  hungry,  makes  the  best 
layer. 

There  is  just  as  much  difference  be- 
tween the  eggs  of  fowls  allowed  to 
roam  and  forage  for  themselves,  and 
those  which  are  fed  regularly  on 
good,  nutritious  food,  as  there  is  be- 
tween a  leg  of  Southdown  mutton 
and  that  of  a  common,  half-starved 
sheep. 

An  act  has  been  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  Canada,  designed 
to  fix  the  weights  at  which  eggs  shall 

"  be  sold  in  the  Dominion.  It  provides 
that  unless  otherwise  specially  agreed 
upon  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller, 
eggs  shall  be  sold  by  weight,  and  the 
weight  equivalent  to  a  dozen  shall  be 
one  pound  and  a  half. 

It  is  said  that  a  freshly  laid  egg  placed 
in  a  bucketful  of  water  will  sink  to 
the  bottom ;  one  day  old  will  sink 
nearly  to  the  bottom  ;  two  days  old, 
about  half  way  up;  three  daj's  old, 
will  float  not  quite  at  the  top;  four 
days  old,  just  touch  the  top;  five  and 
six  days,  rise  a  little  above  the  top, 
rising  a  little  higher  as  it  daily  grows 
older.  As  we  have  never  tried  this, 
we  should  like  to  have  a  report  from 
our  readers. 

It  is  a  certainty  that  poultry  raising  for 
egg  production  pays  the  farmer.  As 
a  general  thing  the  fowls  that  the 
farmer  keeps  in  his  barn  yard,  says 
American  Stock  Keeper,  and  on  which 
he  expends  but  little,  pay  best  of  all 
his  live  stock,  but  when  attention  is 
paid  to  fowls,  properly  fed,  housed 
and  attended,  after  dedtxcting  the  cost 
of  keeping,  care,  interest,  per  cent, 
from  the  amount  for  which  their  eggs 
sell,  there  is  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
a  larger  balance  on  the  credit  side  of 
the  ledger  than  is  found  in  connection 
with  any  single  department  of  farm 
industry. 

P.  H.  Jacobs,  in  Farm  and  Fireside, 
champions  the  cause  of  the  cold- 
storage  people.  He  thinks  it  a  neces- 
sity, but  admits  that  it  is  wrong  for 
the  cold-storage  people  to  dump  their 
product  on  a  fresh-egg  market.  Ah, 
there  is  the  rub  !  To  label  those  eggs 
"cold  storage"  would   cripple  their 


sales,  and  the  cold-storage  sharks  are 
in  the  business  for  money.  We  say, 
give  a  cold  shoulder  to  the  system. 
A  Few  Hens  will  not  uphold  a  system 
that  opens  the  way  to  dishonesty.  If 
the  storage  men  are  honest  the  dealer 
is  not.  The  consequence  is,  the  con- 
sumer pays  a  "fresh  egg"  price  for  a 
stale  article. 

Now  that  the  hot  season  is  upon  us,  and 
the  fowls  are  in  partial  moult,  or 
about  so,  the  complaint  conies  :  "We 
can  get  no  eggs."  Why  is  it  so?  Just 
as  soon  as  the  hot  weather  settles 
upon  some  poultry  keepers,  they  are 
apt  to  neglect  the  fowls.  They  are 
careless  in  feeding,  and  careless  in 
their  general  work.  On  A  Few  Hens' 
Experimental  Farm,  there  are  two 
yards  to  each  house,  and  while  the 
hens  are  occupying  one,  the  green 
stuff  is  growing  in  the  other.  This 
green  food,  and  the  green  cut  bone, 
and  pure  ground  and  whole  grain  that 
our  stock  get,  keeps  up  our  egg 
supply.  Probably  these  coniplainers 
are  neglecting  something. 

A  writer  in  the  Scientific  American, 
having  stated  eggs  will  hatch  after 
being  24  hours  cold — during  incubation 
— another  claims  a  greater  time  will  not 
destroy  the  life  of  the  ovum,  and  says 
he  had  a  hen  which  left  her  nest  for 
48  hours  after  sitting  within  2  or  3 
days  of  hatching,  and,  they  being 
perfectly  cold,  out  of  curiosity  he  de- 
termined to  try  the  experiment.  He 
removed  them  to  a  garret  room,  which 
was  very  hot,  the  thermometer  in  the 
coldest  part  of  the  house  being  95 
degrees  Fah.  On  the  third  day  from 
the  time  the  eggs  were  left  by  the 
hen,  they  hatched  by  themselves  and 
the  chickens  are  now  running  about 
his  yard. 


About  Broilers  and  Roasters. 

Pot-pie  —  Facts  abotit  Broilers  and 
— Roasters — The  Cramming  System 
— Fattening — Experijuents  in  Cross^ 
ing — Weight  of  Chicks. 

Mary  had  a  little  hen 
With  feathers  white  as  snow. 

The  preacher  paid  a  visit ;  then 
The  chicken  had  to  go. 

— Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

Get  ready  for  btisiness. 
Are  you  fully  equipped  ? 
Study  the  meat  question. 
Dressing  poultry  is  an  art. 
Investigate  the  requirements. 
Poor  broilers  are  caused  by  overcrov/d- 
ing- 

Scrubs  make  broiler  raising  unprofit- 
able. 

It  takes  about  three  months  to  grow  a 
broiler. 

Inquire  into  the  demands  of  your 
market. 

Broilers  shrink  about  a  half  pound  each 

when  dressed. 
The  growth  of  broilers  depends  upon 

the  stock  and  care. 
The  lean  bird  is  neglected  in  the  market 

and  refused  by  the  epicure. 
In  large  cities  a  broiler  which  dresses 

I  1-2  pounds  sells  very  readily  at  a 

good  price. 
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It  is  a  prime  requisite  in  fowls  brought 
to  the  table  that  thev  should  be  suit- 
ably fat. 

No  poultry  should  be  killed  for  market 
which  is  not  of  good  size  and  in  good 
condition. 

Indian  Game  on  Dorking  would  make 
a  desirable  broiler,  but  Dorkings  are 
scarce  in  this  country. 

Raise  what  the  public  demands,  and 
you  will  be  more  apt  to  make  money 
than  by  following  your  own  inclina- 
tions. 

A  scrub  cannot  be  made  to  grow  even 
with  good  care  ;  nor  can  a  fine  chick 
be  made  to  do  its  best  on  a  diet  of 
neglect. 

Sometimes  fashion  determines  the  prof- 
itable success  of  a  breed  of  fowls  full}' 
as  much  as  any  inherent  qualities  of 
the  birds. 

Those  who  allow  themselves  to  be 
tempted  by  high  quotations  into  ship- 
ping inferior  stock,  invariably  meet 
with  disappointment. 

In  killing  and  dressing  poultry,  handle 
gently  to  avoid  bruising.  Discolora- 
tion quickly  follows  a  bruise,  and 
diminishes  the  market  value  of  the 
property. 

Fat  is  not  a  necessary  part  of  any  ani- 
mal body.  It  is  the  form  which  sup- 
eralnindant  nourishment  assumes, 
which  would,  if  needed,  be  converted 
into  muscles  and  solids. 

The  poulterer  who  places  upon  the  table 
a  plump,  juicy  broiler,  or  a  delicious 
roaster,  is  entitled  to  as  much  respect 
as  the  planter  who  furnishes  flour,  or 
the  cattle  king  who  raises  beef. 

For  our  part,  we  would  not  want  a  better 
eating  broiler  than  Indian  Game 
crossed  on  Black  Langshan,  or  Hou- 
dau  crossed  on  Cochin,  but  in  the 
market  they  would  not  be  appreciated. 

Tliere  is  more  money  made  today  in 
raisin-g  broilers  or  roasters  for  market 
than  anything  else,  and  birds  that 
make  the  best  broilers  and  lay  the 
maximum  number  of  eggs,  are  cer- 
tainly worthy  of  our  attention. 

When  nourishment  is  taken  into  the 
system  in  greater  quantities  than  is 
necessary  for  ordinary  purposes,  the 
absorbent  vessels  take  it  up.  The  fat 
thus  made  is  generally  healthy,  pro- 
vided there  is  a  good  digestion. 

Immediately  after  killing  a  fowl,  dip  it 
in  a  tub  of  cold  w'ater  until  it  ceases 
struggling,  then  take  out  and  pick  at 
once,  says  Michigan  Poultry  Breeder, 
and  you  w-ill  find  that  the  feathers 
come  out  as  easily  as  if  scalded. 

If  you  wnsh  to  enter  the  field  as  a  grower 
of  broilers,  says  Maine  Fanner,  then 
the  more  rapid  the  growth  the  better 
the  returns.  There's  a  chance  for 
skill  and  energy  in  this  business,  and 
when  applied  there  is  profit  for  the 
grower. 

In  cramming,  the  food  used  is  oatmeal, 
mixed  stiff  with  milk  and  made  into 
boluses,  just  large  enough  to  put  down 
a  chicken's  throat  without  danger  of 
choking  it.  To  fatten  more  rapidly, 
mutton  suet  is  boiled  in  niilk  and 
used  to  mix  the  meal. 

The  person  employed  in  the  cramming 
process  opens  the  chicken's  beak  and 
puts  6  or  8  boluses  down  its  throat 
morning  and  evening.  Those  taken 
from  the  coops  will  be  finished  off  in 


a  week  ;  those  which  have  to  be  fatted 
entirely  by  cramming  will  take  14  to 
16  days. 

For  poultry  to  carry  well,  it  is  essential 
it  should  be  properly  bled.  The  best 
wa}'  to  obtain  proper  bleeding  is  to 
cut  through  the  roof  of  the  mouth. 
Care  must  be  taken  not  to  cause  in- 
stantaneous death,  as  this  would  in- 
terfere with  the  flow  of  blood,  and 
render  picking  more  difficult. 

Cramming  fowds  to  fatten  them  quickly, 
is  extensively  practised  in  Europe, 
especially  on  the  large  poultry  farms 
which  supply  towns  and  cities.  For 
this  purpose  either  the  finest  and 
healthiest  birds  are  taken  from  the 
coops  where  they  have  alread}-  been 
undergoing  the  process  of  fattening 
or  the  choicest  young  fowls  from  the 
poultry  yard  are  selected. 

The  proper  age  to  begin  to  feed  fowls 
for  fattening  in  good  shape  is  just  as 
soon  as  they  have  reached  maturity, 
says  Michigan  Poultry  Breeder.  Be- 
fore that  they  will  not  fatten  as  well. 
Four  or  five  months  in  summer,  and 
six  months  old  in  winter,  is  about  the 
right  age  to  begin.  The  age,  how- 
ever, depends  somewhat  upon  the 
feeding  before  this  time.  If  they 
have  been  dealt  with  liberally  it  will 
take  much  less  time. 

In  fattening  fowls  commence  gradually 
and  feed  up  to  the  full  capacity  of 
your  birds.  Some  breeds  will  stand 
pushing  better  than  others.  Study 
3-our  fowls  and  do  not  overfeed  them. 
If  the}^  leave  feed  it  is  best  to  slaken 
up  and  let  them  gain  their  appetites. 
Do  not  stuff  your  birds  if  you  intend 
keeping  them  very  long.  From  15  to 
20  days  is  usually  enough  to  put  fowls 
in  good  condition  for  market,  less 
time  is  sufficient  when  your  fowls  are 
in  fair  condition  to  start  with. 

Experiments  made  by  crossing  an  In- 
dian Game  male  with  Plymouth  Rock 
hens,  resulted  in  some  very  choice 
table  birds.  The  only  objection  was 
the  leggy  appearance  of  the  chicks 
when  about  half  grown,  but  their  ap- 
pearance did  not  indicate  truly  their 
weight,  as  every  one  weighed  at  least 
half  a  pound  more  than  other  chicks 
of  the  same  age,  while  their  quality 
was  far  above  that  of  any  other  mar- 
ket cross  made.  The  Game  improves 
all  other  breeds  for  the  table,  but  the 
chicks  seem  to  be  somewhat  tender 
when  young. 

Given  healthy  life  and  intelligent  atten- 
tion, the  little  chicks  may  be  expected 
to  start  with  i  1-4  weight — for  the 
production  of  life  causes  a  loss  of  just 
about  one-half  the  weight  of  the  egg, 
says  an  exchange.  At  the  end  of  one 
week  the  chick  should  weigh  two 
ounces;  two  weeks  old,  four  ounces; 
three  weeks  old,  6  1-4  ounces;  four 
weeks  old,  10  ounces  ;  five  weeks  old, 
14  ounces ;  six  weeks  old,  18  1-2 
ounces;  seven  w'eeks  old,  23  1-2 
ounces;  eight  weeks  old,  28  ounces; 
nine  weeks  old,  32  ounces;  10  weeks 
old,  36  ounces. 
Commence  to  hatch  w^ith  incubators  the 
latter  part  of  fall,  and  follow  with 
successive  hatches  until  the  middle  of 
May,  says  P.  H.  Jacobs,  in  American 
Gardening.  The  first  lot  of  chicks 
will  be  marketable  when  they  begin 


to  weigh  about  three-quarters  of  a 
pound  each,  as  early  broilers  in  win- 
ter, then  the  preference  changes  for 
those  weighing  a  pound,  next  i  1-2 
pounds,  and  thus  gradually  the  chicks 
increase  in  weight  until  the  old  fowls 
are  more  saleable.  The  price  is  higher 
per  pound  the  earlier  the}-  are  hatched . 
Often  a  single  hatch  more  than  pays 
for  the  expenses. 
A  broiler  should  have  a  good,  plump 
breast,  broad  back,  clean  yellow  legs 
and  yellow  skin,  and  small  comb. 
These  requirements  really  bar  out 
such  breeds  as  Brahmas,  Cochins, 
Laugshans,  or  an}' crosses  on  them,  on 
account  of  the  feathers  on  their  legs. 
They  bar  out  all  white-skinned  fowls, 
and  they  put  a  damper  on  all  large 
comb  birds  like  Leghorns,  Minorcas, 
etc.  Such  being  the  case,  the  White 
Wyandotte  has  easy  sailing  ;  and,  be- 
sides, it  being  a  quick  grower  is  a 
most  desirable  breed  for  this  purpose. 
Markets  are,  as  a  rule,  very  particu- 
lar, and  while  the  other  breeds  may 
make  just  as  good  broilers,  if  they  do 
not  come  up  to  the  standard  required 
for  their  appearance,  they  are  apt  to 
be  severely  cut  in  price. 


Diseases— Remedy  and  Prevention. 


Facts  Worth  Remembering  —  Canker 
Sores — Contagion —  Cholera  Preventa- 
tive— Sunshine  as  a  Disinfectant  — 
Dry,  Pale  Covibs — Value  of  Chlorate 
of  Potash  —  Only  a  Slight  Cold  — 
Feather-Eating  —  List  of  Principal 
Diseases. 


You  cannot  be  too  clean. 

Quarantine  the  newcomer. 

Purity  is  an  enemy  of  disease. 

Investigate  the  cause  of  sickness. 

Prevention  costs  very  little  labor. 

Inspection  often  reveals  surprises. 

Sickness  is  the  penalty  for  some  mistake. 

Guard  carefully  against  draughts,  but 
ensure  ample  ventilation. 

New  blood  infuses  new  life,  and,  as  a 
rule,  insures  good  health. 

When  the  nature  of  the  disease  is  dis- 
covered, treat  accordingly. 

The  slightest  ailment  should  be  treated 
at  once  as  a  contagious  complaint. 

Doctoring  poultry  is  most  troublesome 
and  expensive.  Prevention  is  better 
than  cure. 

Insects  as  well  as  bacteria  avoid  a  place 
where  there  is  not  an  encouraging 
amount  of  filth. 

Constitutional  weakness,  though  it  be 
apparantly  overcome,  should  be  the 
last  thing  to  enter  the  breeding  pen. 

As  a  rule,  not  enough  attention  is  paid 
to  the  family  history  of  fowls  for  Ijreed- 
ing  purposes  as  regards  their  health. 

There  is  not  one-half  the  amount  of 
labor  attached  to  keeping  fowls  in 
health  as  there  is  in  trying  to  cure 
disease. 

Exposure  to  cold  or  damp,  overfeeding 
old  fowls,  and  filth  and  lice,  are  the 
chief  causes  of  nearly  all  forms  of  poul- 
try disease. 

Foul  air  and  filth  are  the  cause  of  most 
poultry  diseases,  therefore  see  that  all 
houses,  yards,  boxes,  nests,  feed  and 
water  cups  are  clean. 

A  great  many  breeders  carelessly  put 
Douglas  Mixture  in  zinc  vessels.  The 
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sulphuric  acid  eats  the  zinc  and  makes 
the  drinking  water  poisonous. 

Nearly  all  the  serious  troubles  with  roup, 
cholera,  or  any  of  the  diseases,  come 
to  the  beginner,  and  this  is  no  doubt 
caused  by  inexperience. 

A  lo-grain  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
touched  on  canker  sores,  and  after- 
ward bathed  with  a  solution  of  chlo- 
rate of  potash,  will  cure  if  applied 
regularly  twice  a  day. 

Many  diseases,  such  as  cold,  roup,  diph- 
theria, canker  and  cholera,  are  highly 
contagious  and  need  immediate  atten- 
tion, separating  the  diseased  birds 
from  the  remainder  of  the  flock. 

The  life  of  a  fowl  is  short  at  best,  and 
there  is  but  little  time  for  it  to  over- 
come diseases  like  canker,  roup  and 
such  like,  and  be  of  any  use  for  breed- 
ing purposes. 

To  perpetuate  health  in  a  flock  of  fowls 
it  will  be  necessary  to  breed  only  the 
most  robust  and  healthy  specimens, 
making  sure  that  both  parents  are 
of  healthy  and  prolific  ancestry. 

Never  under  any  circumstances  use  a 
male  that  is  unsound,  but  rather  seek 
to  have  him  as  nearly  a  perfect  speci- 
men as  possible.  Make  sure  that  he 
is  out  of  healthy  stock,  if  possible. 

A  disease  that  is  transmitted  down 
through  one  generation  to  another  of 
chickens,  is  just  as  apt  to  become  epi- 
demic as  any  which  attack  cattle  or 
human  beings,  says  Wisconsin  Agri- 
culturist. 

The  best,  and  about  the  only  way,  to 
stamp  out  contagious  or  inherited  dis- 
ease, is  to  destroy  all  the  creatures 
that  show  symptoms  of  it  and  then 
breed  carefully  from  those  that  do  not 
have  it. 

Geo.  O.  Morris,  in  an  exchange,  says  : 
The  common  buckeye  or  horse  chest- 
nut, slightly  cracked  and  put  into  the 
drinking  vessels,  is  a  sure  preventa- 
tive for  cholera.  One  to  each  quart. 
Change  once  a  month. 

Fowls  have  no  sense  of  smell,  so  their 
keepers  must  perform  that  function 
for  them,  says  Te^-Kas  Farm  and  Ranch. 
Fowls  have  nostrils,  but  not  noses, 
and  a  long  nose  for  bad  smells  is  a 
valuable  safeguard. 

Texas  Farm  and  Ranch  says  svmshine  is 
a  better  disinfectant  than  carbolic 
acid.  Have  shade  enough  for  com- 
fort, but  let  there  be  no  spot  in  the 
yard  where  the  sun  does  not  shine 
during  some  part  of  the  day. 

Hens  having  dry,  pale,  shriveled  up 
combs  are  not  in  laying  condition.  If 
in  good  health  otherwise,  a  little  finely 
chopped  meat  fed  daily,  aided  by  five 
or  six  drops  of  colchicum  wine  in  a 
small  spoonful  of  water,  given  daily, 
is  highly  recommended  to  produce  the 
desired  result. 

Anne  C.  Webster  says  nearly  all  the 
diseases  of  chickens,  summer  and  win- 
ter, can  be  put  under  one  of  two 
classes ;  inherited  or  caused  by  un- 
natural conditions  of  food.  If  we 
classify  them  thus  broadly  it  may  be 
simplyfying  matters  for  some  so  they 
can  more  intelligently  stamp  them  out. 

We  do  not  believe  in  fooling  away  time, 
or  endangering  stock  by  trying  to  cure 
contagious  diseases,  and,  furthermore, 
we  believe — in  fact,  know — that  if  we 
properly  treat  sickness  in  the  first 


stages  we  will  have  no  occasion  to 
handle  contagion.  It  remains  with 
the  poultryraan  himself  to  have  hardy 
stock. 

Fowls  are  naturally  healthy,  and  no 
other  stock  on  the  farm  has  been  so 
much  abused.  In  many  instances  no 
shelter  is  provided  ;  they  must  roost 
in  trees,  are  not  fed  properly,  are 
bred  any  old  way,  kept  in  any  old 
way,  and  yet,  in  spite  of  all  this,  they 
do  much  better  than  any  other  stock 
on  the  farm  of  equal  value. 

When  the  poultryman  learns  how  much 
to  feed,  the  value  of  exercise,  the  use 
of  good  sharp  grit  for  grinding  the 
feed,  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
warm  and  clean  quarters,  the  evils  of 
overcrowding,  and  the  necessity  of 
treating  promptly  the  first  symptoms 
of  sickness,  success  begins  to  become 
surer,  and  there  is  little  need  of  doc- 
toring. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  medicine  in  the 
materia  medica  that  is  more  valuable 
for  canker,  sore  throat,  swelled  heads, 
rattling  in  throat,  and  bronchitis,  than 
chlorate  of  potash.  It  is  quite  harm- 
less if  small  quantities  pass  down  the 
throat,  and  may  be  mixed  in  water  to 
any  degree  of  strength  required,  or 
with  whiskey  to  be  applied  either 
upon  swelled  heads,  sore  eyes,  sore 
throat,  canker  spots,  etc.,  as  a  wash. 

What  sound  is  that  ?  Oh,  nothing  much 
— the  fowl  merely  sneezed,  and  there 
is  only  a  slight  running  at  the  nose — 
nothing  to  be  alarmed  at,  only  a  little 
cold  !  Ah,  that  is  a  signal  of  distress. 
That  distress  will  grow.  Slight  colds 
neglected  are  apt  to  turn  into  bron- 
chitis, or  distemper,  or  canker,  or 
swelled  head  and  closed  eyes,  or  roup. 
Thus  is  a  bird  killed  that  might  have 
been  restored  to  health  and  profit,  had 
not  the  small  matter  of  "a  slight  cold" 
been  neglected. 

The  vice  of  feather-eating  almost  always 
appears  in  hens,  and  Wright  remarks  : 
"This  is  somewhat  analagous  to  the 
strange  fancies  for  unusual  articles  of 
diet,  frequently  observed  in  the  female 
sex  generally."  But  there  is  nothing 
unusual  about  the  taste  for  the  raw 
meat  and  fresh  blood  that  is  found  at 
the  bottom  of  the  quill,  and  this,  con- 
joined with  the  fact  that  the  immedi- 
ate cause  has  been  generally  observed 
to  be  thirst,  will  answer  for  an  explan- 
ation, without  resorting  to  such  doubt- 
ful analogies  as  the  above.  Cocks, 
however,  will  not  often  retaliate  when 
pecked  at  in  this  way.  There  are  dis- 
eases in  which  the  feathers  fall  off. 

Let  us  make  a  list  of  the  principal  dis- 
eases, and  see  how  they  are  produced 
by  small  matters  : 

Roup:  Planted  by  "only  a  neglected 
slight  cold." 

Cholera:  Caused  principally  by  over- 
crowding. 

Diarrhcea:  Damp  houses,  filthy  houses 
and  runs,  and  bad  feeding. 

Canker:    Dampness  and  filth. 

Diphtheria:  Roosting  in  drafts,  also 
damp  houses. 

Ulcerated  throat:  Ditto. 

Consumption:    Neglected  cold. 

Apoplexy,  Vertigo  and  Epilepsy:  Over- 
feeding. 

Sore  Eyes:    Damp  houses. 


Costiveness  and  Constipation:  Improper 
food. 

Soft  and  Szvelled  Crop:  Overfeeding. 
Indigestion  or  Dyspepsia:  Ditto. 
Pip:    Damp  quarters. 
Bronchitis:  Ditto. 
Black  Rot:    Result  of  indigestion. 
Soft  Eggs:  Overfeeding. 
Gout,  Rheumatism  and  Cramp:  Damp 
houses. 

Leg  Weakness:    Inbreeding   and  over- 
feeding. 
Bumble  Foot:    High  perches. 
Scaly  Legs:    Filthy  and  damp  quarters. 
Chicken  Pox:  Ditto. 


Poultry  at  the  U.  S.  Stations. 


Experiments  Tried  by  Robert  R.  Din- 
widdie,  of  the  Arkansas  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  at  Fayettville, 
to  Transmit  Tuberctilosis  to  Poultry. 


In  Bulletin  No,  57,  Dr.  Dinwiddle  re- 
ports that  feeding  experiments  were 
made  with  tuberculous  human  sputa, 
obtained  from  a  hospital  for  consump- 
tives. The  chickens  subjected  to  this 
feeding  test  were  six  in  number,  and 
about  three  months  old.  They  re- 
ceived a  total  of  150  C.  C.  sputa  in 
their  food,  in  nine  doses,  during  Octo- 
ber, 1896.  Killed  December  21,  none 
of  these  showed  tubercular  disease. 
In  the  experiment  of  intra-abdominal 
inoculation  of  sputum  and  bovine 
cultures,  10  chickens  were  vised,  but 
none  affected.  The  chickens  showed 
themselves  equally  refractory  to  both. 
The  inoculation  of  relatively  large 
doses  of  recently  isolated  and  vigor- 
ously growing  cultures  never  occas- 
sioned'even  local  lesions.  Poultry,  as 
is  well  known,  are  highly  resistant  to 
infection  with  mammalian  tubercu- 
losis. Hovever,  Nocard  and  others 
have  observed  instances  of  what  ap- 
peared to  be  natural  transmission  from 
feeding  on  human  tubercular  sputa. 
Nocard's  recent  successful  transfer- 
ence of  mammalian  tuberculosis  to 
poultry  were  made  with  material  of 
human  origin. 

In  the  experiments,  infection  was  not 
obtained  with  cultures  of  either  source. 
That  they  are  not  readily  infected  by 
contagion  from  cattle  is  also  shown 
by  the  absence  of  all  observations  of 
this  kind  in  spite  of  the  vtnlimited 
opportunities  for  contagion  afforded 
by  the  manner  in  which  poultry  are 
raised,  in  this  country  at  least,  in  asso- 
ciation with  cattle  in  stable  and  yards. 
(That  report  brings  to  mind  the  trouble 
experienced  some  years  ago  on  the 
farm  of  Ex-Governor  Levi  P.  Morton, 
of  New  York.  His  herd  of  cattle  were 
infected  with  tuberculosis,  and  as  the 
fowls  of  his  farm  were  allowed  to  run 
in  the  pasture  where  the  sick  cows 
were  kept,  they  were  taken  sick  and 
hundreds  died.  The  attention  of  ex- 
perts was  called  to  the  fact,  and,  after 
making  several  post  mortems,  it  was 
decided  that  the  chickens  became  in- 
fected with  the  same  disease.  At  least 
so  the  reports  said  that  reached  us. 
But  the  investigations  made  by  Dr. 
Dinwiddie  seem  to  say  not.  We  be- 
lieve these  experiments  have  been 
scientifically  made,  and  we  are  in- 
clined to  accept  them — Editor.) 


1899 


A    Rew  Hens 


37 


Pointers  on  Pood  and  Feeding. 


Skim  Milk — Litiseed  Meal — Green  Cut 
Bo7ie  —  Feeding  During  3folting — 
The  Art  of  Feeding — Apples — Variety 
in  the  Bill  of  Fare — Milk  as  a  Substi- 
tute for  Meat. 

Oats  for  muscle. 
Wheat  for  feather. 
Learu  how  to  feed. 

Corn  is  of  little  use  for  molting  fowls. 
Bone    meal   is    excellent    for  making 
feathers. 

Don't  feed  heavily  today  and  starve  your 

fowls  tomorrow. 
When  shedding  their  feathers  fowls  need 

feed  rich  in  nitrogen. 
It  will  always  be  found  to  be  best  to 

feed  according  to  the  breed. 
Molting  fowls    need    something  very 

nutritious,  something  that  will  make 

feathers. 

Large  fowls  that  are  inclined  to  take  on 
too  much  fat  may  be  fed  lean  meat  to 
advantage. 

Keep  up  a  study  of  the  business  and  feed 
according  to  what  seems  to  be  best  for 
results  desired. 

To  keep  a  hen  in  good  condition  for  lay- 
ing, she  should  never  have  a  full  crop 
during  the  day. 

It  will  require  7  pounds  of  skim  milk  to 
equal  one  pound  of  lean  beef  for  flesh 
forming  qualities. 

The  hen  can  see  the  smallest  seed  on 
the  ground,  and  every  square  inch  of 
the  surface  is  carefully  searched. 

When  the  hens  have  been  fed  on  grain 
exclusively,  they  soon  begin  to  show 
the  effects  of  a  sameness  of  diet. 

Fowls  need  a  variety  of  food,  but  it 
should  be  given  them  at  a  certain  fixed 
time,  and  not  too  much  at  a  time. 

The  poultry  raiser  who  does  not  now 
feed  his  flocks  with  a  definite  idea  or 
purpose,  is  greatly  behind  the  times. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  feed  a  complete  ra- 
tion. The  addition  of  a  simple  article 
to  a  hen's  ration  may  make  an  ex- 
cellent layer  of  her. 

The  gill  of  linseed  meal  contains  more 
bone-forming  matter  than  a  pint  and 
a  half  of  corn,  and  as  much  nitrogen 
as  three  gills  of  corn. 

A  gill  of  linseed  meal  to  a  pint  of  corn 
will  increase  the  ration  to  a  value 
equal  to  two  pints  of  corn,  so  far  as 
nutrition  is  concerned. 

The  days  of  haphazard  feeding  of  poul- 
try, and  the  lazy  man's  method  of 
throwing  out  corn  to  the  flocks  in 
quantity,  are  fast  becoming  obsolete. 

Promiscuous  feeding  to  a  promiscuous 
lot  of  fowls  will  be  disappointing  and 
the  sooner  we  know  the  relationship 
between  food  and  fowls  the  better  it 
will  be  for  the  business. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  food  necessary 
besides  the  minerals  —  lime,  soda, 
potash — to  produce  feathers,  bone  and 
muscle  in  fowls  in  the  right  propor- 
tion to  make  them  vigorous  egg  pro- 
ducers. 

Active  birds  like  the  Leghorn  should 
not  be  fed  liberally.  It  is  a  waste  of 
time  and  feed  to  do  so,  as  they  can 
pick  up  two  or  three  times  as  much 
as  they  can  assimilate. 

The  allowance  of  green  food,  if  but  a 
small  one,  will  have  a  beneficial  effect. 
They  will  be  more  thriftj^,  will  mor^ 


easily  digest  their  food,  and  keep  in  a 
condition  more  favorable  to  laying. 

Some  of  the  grains,  such  as  wheat,  oats 
and  buckwheat,  furnish  quite  an 
amount  of  all  the  elements  needed, 
lime  included,  but  as  such  foods  are 
not  perfectly  balanced  with  all  the 
hen  requires,  they  serve  her  purpose 
only  a  short  time. 

Fowls  can  be  successfully  and  profitably 
kept  in  confinement,  but  the  keeper 
should  remember  they  depend  entirely 
upon  him  for  their  food  and  he  should 
give  them  regularly  all  that  a  healthy 
digestion  can  bear  without  harm,  and 
to  do  this  requires  experience. 

Healthy  digestion  is  what  is  wanted, 
but  it  can  never  be  obtained  when 
their  food  is  thrown  down  upon  the 
ground  and  they  pick  it  up  as  fast  as 
possible — the  stronger  ones  getting 
more  than  they  need,  driving  the 
weaker  ones  away  without  enough  to 
supply  their  wants. 

G.  O.  Brown  says  a  recent  experiment 
proves  that  green  cut  bone  so  increases 
the  production  of  eggs  that  it  would 
pay  to  feed  the  bone  even  if  20  cents 
per  pound  had  to  be  paid  for  it.  In 
the  face  of  this  there  are  plenty  of 
people  who  doubt  the  advantage  of 
feeding  raw  cut  bone. 

A  splendid  feed  during  molting  is  as 
follows :  Take  equal  parts  of  bone 
and  linseed  meal,  mixed  with  equal 
parts  of  bran  and  ground  oats ;  it 
should  be  fed  once  a  day,  with  wheat 
the  meal  following.  If  fed  in  this 
way  they  will  all  be  through  molting 
in  6  or  8  weeks. 

Watch  the  peculiarities  of  your  flock. 
One  fowl  may  starve  while  the  others 
are  fattening.  Fowls  have  their  likes 
and  dislikes  as  well  as  people,  and 
their  tastes  must  be  studied.  And  no 
kind  of  feed  they  dislike  should  be 
forced  upon  them.  If  you  do,  your 
fowls  will  suffer,  both  in  condition 
and  plumage. 

Cheap  food  must  not  be  estimated  by 
the  price  paid  for  it  in  the  market. 
The  cheapest  food  for  the  poultryman 
or  farmer  is  that  which  gives  him  the 
largest  number  of  eggs.  It  matters 
not  what  the  food  costs,  so  long  as 
the  eggs  correspond.  It  is  the  pro- 
duct by  which  we  should  measure  and 
estimate. 

There  are  a  great  many  people  in  every 
community  who  have  killed  and 
dressed  poultry  all  through  their 
lives  and  have  seen  sand  in  the  giz- 
zards of  the  fowls  so  dressed,  but  have 
never  thought  that  they  could  put  it 
in  their  soft  feed,  and  by  so  doing 
assist  them  in  digestion  ;  and  it  will 
also  often  save  them  from  an  attack 
of  diarrhoea,  especially  when  confined. 

Throw  an  apple  into  the  poultry  yard, 
and  notice  how  quickly  it  will  be 
picked  to  pieces,  says  Mr.  Jacobs. 
When  the  hens  are  in  the  orchard 
they  will  not  notice  apples,  though 
apples  may  be  plentiful,  because  when 
on  the  range  they  can  secure  quite  a 
variety  of  feed,  but  now  that  they 
must  be  fed  grain  without  the  green 
food,  an  apple  becomes  a  luxury. 
There  is  but  little  nutriment  in  the 
apple,  but  it  is  succulent,  and  serves 
the  purpose  of  the  hens  as  a  change  of 
diet, 


Regularity  and  moderation  in  feeding 
poultry  are  two  very  important  points 
to  be  observed,  and  one  cannot  succeed 
in  raising  poultry  unless  they  are  kept 
in  mind.  No  matter  how  nice  a  breed 
you  have,  even  if  you  buy  your  chick- 
ens direct  from  some  prominent  fan- 
cier, if  you  do  not  feed  them  properly 
they  will  be  sure  to  degenerate  and 
you  will  be  disappointed.  They  must 
be  fed  regularly,  and  their  food  must 
be  wholesome.  Avoid  overloading 
and  crowding  their  digestive  organs 
with  more  than  can  be  easily  digested. 

Mrs.  Ella  Thomas,  in  /Reliable  Poultry 
fournal,  says  :  The  frequent  admon- 
ition to  feed  a  variety  of  food  is  not 
given  simply  to  gratify  the  desires  of 
our  birds,  but  for  another  purpose. 
As  v/e  expect  them  to  produce  eggs, 
and  eggs  that  will  hatch  vigorous 
chicks,  it  is  necessary  to  give  the  right 
kind  of  food.  If  we  feed  nothing  but 
corn,  our  hens  become  very  fat,  as 
corn  is  rich  in  carbon  and  their  bodies 
are  kept  warm  from  the  heat  created  ; 
but  while  fat  and  apparently  in  good 
condition,  their  bones  and  tissues 
gradually  waste  away  and  they  droop 
and  die  without  apparant  cause. 

We  are  often  asked  if  milk  cannot  be 
used  as  a  substitute  for  meat,  says  P. 
H.  Jacobs,  in  Poultry  Keeper.  The 
fact  is,  milk  is  superior  to  meat,  as  it 
is  a  complete  food  ;  but  when  we  real- 
ize that  meat  is  concentrated,  com- 
pared with  milk,  the  difficulty  of  sub- 
stituting milk  for  meat  is  plainly  seen, 
for  the  hens  cannot  drink  enough  of 
the  milk,  there  being  about  86  per 
cent,  of  water  in  it.  That  is,  to  derive 
14  pounds  jof  solid  matter  from  milk, 
the  hens  must  drink  86  pounds  of 
water  in  the  milk,  which  requires 
quite  a  length  of  time. 


Turkey  Culture. 

A  Miscellaneous  Lot  of  Facts  as  Drawn 
from  the  Experiences  of  Both  Ameri- 
ca7i  and  English  Turkey  Growers. 


Large  birds  realize  more  per  pound  in 
proportion  than  the  small  ones. 

Care  must  be  taken  not  to  mix  the  meal 
too  sticky  or  too  dry,  but  just  so  that 
it  clings  together  nicely. 

No  stock  pays  better,  for  proper  feeding 
and  a  little  extra  care,  than  youn.g 
turkeys,  says  W.  Cook,  in  Poultry. 

Those  birds  which  are  intended  for 
killing  at  Christmas  should  have  a 
hot  meal  before  they  are  allowed  out 
in  the  mornings. 

Turkeys  will  drink  occasionally  during 
incubation,  but  usually  decline  much 
food,  and  consequently  come  out  of 
hatching  time  rather  poor  and  then 
need  hearty  food. 

After  turkeys  are  about  8  weeks  old, 
they  do  better  if  allowed  to  sleep  out 
in  the  open,  with  no  covering  over 
them,  than  if  put  in  a  warm  close 
house. 

What  in  the  feathered  creation  is  more 
magnificent  than  a  fine  flock  of  tur- 
ke3-s  whether  displaying  their  gor- 
geous coloring  in  the  sun,  or  strutting 
through  woods  and  fields  in  quest  of 
food. 
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A  Kew  Hens 


Till  keys  like  to  roost  as  high  as  possible 
in  the  house  ;  therefore,  the  perches 
should  be  on  a  level  to  prevent  them 
breathing  foul  air,  as  they  are  more 
subject  to  roup  and  cold  than  any  other 
fowls. 

It  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 
unless  the  stock  birds  are  large  it  is 
impossible  to  get  the  young  ones  to  a 
good  weight;  therefore  it  is  best  to 
purchase  the  largest  and  finest  stock 
obtainable  to  breed  from. 

Many  farmers  allow  their  young  turkeys 
to  run  in  the  stubble  fields,  which  is  a 
good  plan,  as  they  not  only  pick  up  a 
great  deal  of  loose  corn,  but  often  get 
dainty  morsels  of  green  stuff,  besides 
which  they  have  plenty  of  *fresh  air 
and  exercise. 

Let  no  novice  in  this  business  suppose 
he  can  succeed  without  great  care  and 
prudence.  Young  turkeys  are  the 
most  tender  of  all  young  fowls  and 
need  the  most  care.  This  care  com- 
mences with  a  good  selection  of  the 
finest,  earliest  and  heaviest  turkeys 
for  breeders. 

Old  hen  wives  assure  us  that  as  geese 
regulate  the  commencement  of  their 
laying  by  the  feast  of  Candlemas,  so 
turkeys  always  lay  their  first  eggs  on 
Good  Friday;  regardless  of  the  mova- 
bility  of  the  fast.  But  it  is  generally 
found  that  they  begin  to  lay  from 
March  15th  to  the  end  of  the  month. 


Ducks  and  Ducklings. 


Selection  of  Breeding  Stock — The  Eider 
Duck — The  Vale  of  Aylesbury — A 
Fable — Col.  Roessle's  Method  of  Feed- 
ing. 


Improve  the  quality. 
Duck  laying  season  is  over. 
Transfer  the  ducklings  to  the  brooder  at 
night. 

Forty  dressed  ducklings  are  packed  in 
a  barrel  for  shipment. 

Some  growers  find  the  sale  of  ducks' 
eggs  a  source  of  profit. 

The  duck  averages  about  120  eggs  in 
about  7  months'  laying. 

New  York  and  Boston  are  the  two  lead- 
ing markets  for  the  improved  duck. 

Much  depends  upon  the  vigor  of  the 
stock,  and  to  secure  fertility  of  eggs 
birds  over  three  years  of  age  should 
not  be  employed. 

Col.  E.  O.  Roessle  says  it  requires  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  of  their  nature 
to  produce  a  first-class  duckling  that 
will  weigh  5  pounds  in  10  weeks. 

Duck  egg  shells  are  very  thick  ;  there- 
fore, are  more  slowly  affected  by  heat 
or  cold.  They  retain  the  heat  even 
better  than  hen's  eggs,  and  it  con- 
sequently is  more  difficult  to  cool 
them. 

To  make  market  ducks  pay  they  must 
be  fed  largely  on  cheap,  bulky  food 
like  chopped  green  corn,  cut  grass 
and  clover,  chopped  vegetables  mixed 
with  grain,  and  the  like,  also  wheat 
bran  and  meat  scraps. 

In  selecting  stock  for  breeding,  size  of 
frame,  length  of  body  and  general  ac- 
tivity should  be  sought  for.  Without 
size  of  body  we  cannot  expect  to  ob- 
tain large  ducklings,  and  the  larger 
they  are  the  better  prices  they  will 
command. 


As  the  development  of  the  air  cell  is  the 
all  important  part  in  artificial  hatch- 
ing, and  as  air  increases  the  air  cell 
and  moisture  retards  it,  duck's  eggs 
require  much  more  air  than  hen's 
eggs,  when  the  moisture  and  other 
conditions  are  equal. 

In  Iceland  the  Eider  duck  is  a  great 
source  of  wealth  as  a  producer  of  the 
famous  down.  They  are  very  large 
and  easily  handled,  having  been 
domesticated  thoroughly.  The  color 
of  the  duck  is  a  gray  and  brown  mot- 
tle, while  the  drake  is  black  and  white. 

The  Vale  of  Aylesbury  is  the  great  cen- 
tre for  duck  rearing  in  England,  says 
the  Shooting  Times.  None  of  the 
duck  farms  are  large — probably  from 
half  an  acre  to  an  acre.  This  is  utterly 
devoid  of  vegetation  on  the  surface, 
the  grass  being  worn  away  by  the 
dabble  of  countless  feet.  The  ducks 
that  are  confined  in  orchards  are  as  a 
rule  much  more  healthy  looking  than 
those  which  are  kept  in  the  open. 
Doubtless  the  trees  take  up  as  a  food 
much  of  the  manurinal  foulness  of  the 
soil. 

Here  is  a  fable  by  Farm,  Field  a^id 
Fireside:  A  duck  which  faithfully 
stuck  to  business  during  the  summer 
months  and  laid  several  dozen  of  large 
fawn-colored  eggs  complained  that 
she  wasn't  appreciated.  "See  that 
hen  over  there?"  said  the  duck,  "she 
hasn't  laid  as  many  eggs  as  I  have, 
nor  as  big,  but  she  has  books  written 
about  her  and  verses  composed  in  her 
honor,  while  nobody  is  saying  a  word 
about  me."  "The  trouble  with  you 
is,"  said  a  wise  rooster  that  was  stand- 
ing near,  "that  you  don't  tell  the 
public  what  you  have  done.  You  lay 
an  egg  and  waddle  off  without  saying 
a  word,  but  that  sister  of  mine  never 
lays  one  without  letting  everybodj' 
in  the  neighborhood  know  it.  If  you 
want  to  cut  any  ice  in  this  community 
you  must  learn  to  advertise." 

Col.  E.  O.  Roessle,  in  Country  Gentle- 
man, says  :  "Many  experiments  have 
been  made  in  feeding  ducklings.  I 
have  tried  many  different  methods 
myself,  but  there  is  one  on  which  I 
have  settled  that  has  given  me  the 
best  results.  It  is  simply  cornmeal 
and  bran  from  start  to  finish,  from 
hatch  to  killing  time.  The  propor- 
tions of  course  are  changed  as  the 
duckling  grows.  The  meal  and  bran 
should  be  made  into  a  moist  mash, 
not  sloppy,  but  more  moist  than  is 
used  for  chickens.  A  feed  board  should 
be  used,  rather  than  risking  the  chance 
of  their  trampling  the  food  in  the 
earth.  To  every  mess  of  mash  made, 
a  certain  proportion  of  coarse  black  or 
builders'  sand  should  be  added.  For 
example,  to  a  12-quart  pailful  of  mash 
add  a  half-pint  cupful  of  sand  ;  stir  it 
well  into  the  mash,  so  that  it  is  mixed 
thoroughly." 

it  would  be  to  purchase 'an  Incu- 
bator or  Brooder  wiihoiit  first 
getting  a  copy  of  our  li8-page 
catalogue.  It  costs  6c.  but  is 
worth  a  dollar  to  you  for  the 
poultry  information  it  contains, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  pointers  it 
gives  you.     Send  for  it  at  once.' 

DES  MOINES  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Box  423,  Des  Moines,  la. 


Geese  for  Profit. 


Valuable  Pointers  Taken  Fropi  the  iSgj 
Report  of  the  Rhode  Island  Experi- 
mental Station. 


Enibdeu  geese  make  excellent  mothers. 

Comparatively  few  pick  any  geese  alive 
as  in  former  days. 

The  product  of  geese  depends  largely 
upon  their  liberty  and  food. 

Geese  are  peculiar,  in  that  both  sexes 
are  feathered  exactly  alike. 

The  Brown  and  White  China  are  some- 
times termed  "bantam  geese." 

The  Canada  gander  is  a  pretty  sure  and 
valuable  breeder  for  many  years. 

Brown  and  White  China  geese  are  not 
very  largely  bred,  even  in  a  pure  state. 

The  Canada  goose  lays  usually  from  6  to 
9  ^ggs,  but  occasionally  lays  more  in 
a  domestic  state. 

There  is  considerable  difficulty  in  dis- 
tinguishing ganders  from  geese,  es- 
pecially when  young. 

The  Toulouse  are  nearer  non-sitting  than 
any  other  variety,  but  some  individ- 
uals make  good  mothers. 

The  Toulouse  is  susceptible  to  greater 
growth  for  extra  ca^e,  but  the  Embden 
is  better  grown  under  neglect. 

Embden  goslings  when  hatched  are  of 
a  rich  yellow  color,  which  changes  to 
white  as  the  quill  feathers  grow. 

TKYER'S   LICE   POWDER  is  a  good  dis- 
infectant for  ])oultry  houses. 


s 


Moulting  Fowls 

need  lielp.  Therefore  give  them  our  Banner 
Moulting  Powder.  It  shortens  the  moult- 
ing period,  and  sup])lies  what  is  necessary  to 
help  them  get  their  new  coat  of  feathers. 

25  Cents  per  Can,  5  Cans,  .'Sil.OO, 

Or  for  SEPTEMBER  only  we  will  sell  7  Cans  of 


for  )7(1.0(l.  Send  your  order  in  now  and  save 
money.  Our  immense  Illustrated  Catalogue 
free,  if  you  mention  where  you  saw  the  adv. 

Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Co., 

W\  V.  KUSS,  Proprietor, 
No.  28  Vesey  Street,  New  York  City. 


J     J^EOS.   Cockerels  for^sale  at^l  to J 


each.   J.  E.  Bean,  Davisville,  N.  H. 


A  Record 

to  be  of  value  must  be^ , 
backed   by  continued 
worthy  deeds.  The 

Prairie  Stata 
Incubators 
and  Brooders 

have    increased     their  1 
first  premiums  to  200  in  1 
competition    with  the) 
best.    Send  for  1898  cat- 
alogue, giving  full  de- 
scription.     Handsome ' 
colored  plates. 

We  warrant  every  ^ 
mac/line. 

Praire  Siatelttcb'iorCo. 
Ho?ner  Citv,  Pa. 


CHikDILWYANDOTTES 

SILVER  AND  WHITE. 

VV  M.  II.  CHIJLU,  .  ,  -  U ATBOKO,  FA, 
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Goslings  well  natched  are  seldom  lost, 
except  through  accident  or  exposure 
to  hard  storms  while  still  verj-  young. 

The  wild  or  Canada  goose  is  bred  pure 
in  a  domestic  state  perhaps  more  ex- 
tensively than  the  Brown  and  White 
Chinas. 

One  breeder  of  experience  has  known 
a  wild  goose  to  lay  19  eggs  in  a  single 
season,  but  such  productiveness  is 
very  rare. 

Toulouse  geese  usually  lay  more  eggs 
in  a  season  than  Enibden  or  African 
geese,  but  not  as  many  as  the  best 
China  geese. 

African  geese  have  a  more  erect  carriage 
than  either  the  Toulouse  or  Eml)dens, 
but  not  so  erect  as  the  modern  Brown 
and  White  Chinas. 

Geese  are  less  liable  to  disease  than  any 
other  domestic  fowl,  which,  possibh', 
may  count  in  some  measure  for  their 
generally  long  life. 

The  notes  of  the  Africans  resemble 
those  of  the  Brown  and  White  China 
much  more  than  those  of  the  Toulouse 
and  Embdeu  geese. 

Some  goose  raisers  says  that  geese  sel- 
dom get  too  old  to  be  good  breeders, 
while  occasionally  one  prefers  them 
from  2  to  5  years  old. 

Many  so-called  "Brown  Chinas"  are 
much  too  heavy  in  weight,  and  not 
sufficiently  erect  in  form  to  be  classed 
as  pure  specimens  of  that  breed. 

The  mating  of  Canada  and  African  geese 
produces  a  mongrel  strongly  resemb- 
ling the  Canada  goose  in  color  of 
plumage  and  distinguishing  marks. 

Some  experienced  breeders  determine 
the  sexes  by  the  difference  in  the  voice, 
but  that  is  a  knowledge  gained  only 
by  considerable  acquaintance  with 
geese. 

Toulouse  geese  are  quiet  and  peaceable, 
and  more  easily  confined  by  stone 
fences  than  other  breeds,  and  would 
be  more  likely  to  be  contented  in  close 
quarters. 

The  Embden  considerably  resembles  the 
Toulouse  in  form,  having  descended 
without  doubt  from  the  same  parent 
stock,  but  must  be  pure  white  in  sur- 
face color. 

The  business  of  goose  raising  is  of  neces- 
sity somewhat  restricted.  It  cannot 
be  conducted  in  such  a  wholesale  con- 
centrated manner  as  is  duck  raising  at 
the  present  time. 

The  Toulouse  is  massive  in  appearance 
and  has  probably  reached  a  greater 
weight  dian  any  other  variety— 60 
pounds  per  pair  having  been  recorded 
at  an  American  exhibition. 

Bailey  says  much  difficulty  is  often  ex- 
perienced in  selecting  the  sexes  and 
although  practiced  men  are  seldom 
mistaken,  yet  even  they  can  la}'^  down 
no  rule  that  is  easy  to  follow. 

The  Embden  are  inclined  to  lay  a  little 
earlier  than  the  Toulouse,  and  their 
eggs  average  a  trifle  heavier,  but  they 
do  not  lay  quite  as  many  eggs,  and 
are  much  more  persistent  sitters. 

The  form,  size,  length  of  neck,  and  size 
of  head,  are  some  indications  of  sex 
as  the  geese  approach  maturity — the 
gander  being  heavier,  with  a  longer 
neck  and  larger  head  than  the  goose. 

China  geese  are  not  favorites  with  those 
who  raise  goslings  for  sale  to  poultry- 
men  who  fatten  them  and  put  on  the 


market  as  green  geese.  They  are  too 
small  to  be  profitable  for  such  a 
market. 

The  Toulouse  breed  takes  its  name  from 
one  of  the  cities  in  southern  France, 
although  it  was  from  Marseilles,  a 
city  in  the  southeast  of  France,  that 
this  goose  was  first  imported  into 
England . 

In  dressing  Canada  geese  for  market, 
the  feathers  of  the  head,  two-thirds  or 
more  of  the  neck,  the  wings  and  tail 
are  left  on  the  bird,  and  serve  to  iden- 
tify and  guarantee  the  genuineness  of 
its  breeding. 

Barring  accidents,  good  geese  may  be 
profitably  kept  until  25  or  more  years 
old  ;  ganders  of  the  domestic  varieties, 
however,  are  less  useful  after  7  or  8 
years,  and  should  be  replaced  with 
young  birds. 

There  is  evidently  considerable  inter- 
mixture of  African  blood  in  many  so- 
called  Brown  Chinas,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  tendency  to  develop  a  dewlap, 
as  well  as  the  larger  size  and  more 
horizontal  carriage  of  the  body. 

The  feathers  obtained  from  the  goslings 
fattened  and  killed  for  market  are 
quite  a  source  of  income  to  the  large 
dealer,  as  a  good  gosling  will  yield 
about  enough  feathers  at  present 
prices  to  pay  the  cost  of  picking. 

When  a  small  boned,  moderate  sized 
goose  is  required  for  the  fall  or  Christ- 
mas trade,  the  China  geese  would 
prove  valuable,  as  they  lay  well,  and, 
with  proper  care  in  selecting  breeding 
stock,  large  flocks  should  be  raised. 

When  purebred,  the  Toulouse  are  better 
for  the  Thanksgiving  and  Christma 
trade  than  for  dressing  as  "green 
geese"  at  12  weeks  old,  but  crossed 
with  the  Embden  or  African  breeds 
they  grow  more  rapidly  and  mature 
earlier. 

Canada  goslings  are  hardy  little  fellows, 
imbued  with  some  of  the  independence 
and  self-reliance  born  of  an  ancestral 
life  in  the  woods  and  fields  not  many 
generations  back.  They  are  of  a 
muddy  green  color,  with  dark  bill 
and  legs. 

The  Canada  female  likes  a  secluded 
place  for  nest  making,  where  she  will 
be  free  from  disturbance,  and,  like 
the  w'ild  or  wild-cross  hen  turke\',  is 
liable  to  steal  away  to  some  unfre- 


THERE'S 
NOTHING  BETTER 

to  improve  a  flock  of  common  fowls  than  a  Rhode 
Island  Red  male.  He  will  srive  the  Drogenv  snap, 
ofinser  and  profitaljle  qualities,  anci  .strongly  in- 
fluence their  color.  Either  rose  or  single  comb 
males,  fair  quality  in  Sejit.  and  Oct.,atg3  each.  Sev- 
eral S2each.  Positively,  110  low  i»vi<'e<l  males 
sold  in  winter  or  spring.  Orders  booked  now. 
Circular  and  price  list  free". 

SAMUKL  CUSHMAN,  Pawtucket,  K.  I. 


queiited  spot  which  she  can  use  for 
that  purpose. 

The  Toulouse  matures  more  slowly  than 
other  varieties,  and  in  order  to  look 
well  when  dressed  requires  to  be  well 
fattened,  so  as  to  fill  out  the  loose 
skin  forming  the  abdominal  pouch 
which  characterizes  this  breed  even 
when  a  few  weeks  old. 

Embden  goslings  are  generally  hardy 
and  grow  rapidly  ;  their  perfectly 
white  color  makes  the  dressing  uf 
them  as  "green  geese"  an  easy  matter 
as  compared  with  that  of  dark  colored 
birds,  and  when  put  on  the  market 
they  are  not  excelled  in  appearance. 

Ganders  occasionally  take  very  pecul- 
iar freaks,  such  as  conceiving  a  violent 
attachment  for  some  inanimate  object, 
as  a  door,  stone,  a  cart  wheel,  a  plow, 
or  something  of  a  similar  nature,  when 
they  will  spend  the  greater  part  of 
their  time  sitting  beside  it  or  in  its 
com  pan}'. 

While  the  young  gander  often  mates 
with  3  or  4  females,  he  usually  has 
one  particular  favorite  among  the 
number,  whose  nest  he  guards  more 
jealously  than  those  of  his  other 
mates,  and  after  some  3'ears  he  is 
liable  to  grow  so  inattentive  to  all  but 
the  favorite  that  many  of  the  eggs 
produced  prove  to  be  infertile,  and  it 
is  more  economical  to  replace  him 
with  a  younger  bird. 

[Continued  on  page  4j.] 

Poultry 

to  be  profitable,  must 
lay  well  in  winter  when 
eggs  are  high.  To  in- 
duce winter  laying  you 
should  feed  liberally  of 
the  greatest  egg  pro- 
ducer known,  green  cut 
bone — not  dried  bone. 

Webster  &  Hannum 

BONE  CUTTER 

is  the  most  popular 
among  practical  poul- 
trymen.  It  runs  with 
half  the  power  of  others,  requiring  but  one 
hand  tc  operate  and  is  the  only  one  which 
cuts  bone  fine  enough  for  young  chicks.  It 
also  cuts  meat,  gristle  and  vegetables  with- 
out clogging.  This  is  why  it  received  the 
onlj  award  ai  World's  Fair,  Oiicago. 

Read  what  F.  E.  Dawley,  Director  of 
Farmers'  institutes  of  New  York  State, 
says  : 

"  1  would  urge  every  one  who  keeps  fowls  to 
feed  green  bone  if  they  are  after  profit,  and  from 
experience  would  say,  get  a  Webster  &  Hannum 
Cutter  to  do  the  work  with.  I  am  not  at  all  in- 
terested in  the  sale  of  the  Webster  &  Hannum 
Cutter,  and  have  paid  full  price  forthe  one  I  use, 
so  have  no  axe  to  grind." 

Stearns  Clov- 
er Cutters  and 
Qrlt  Crushers 

are  a  necessity 
to  every  poultry 
yard.  A  scien- 
tific treatise  on 
poultry  feeding,  with  catalogue  of  bone  cutters,  clover 
cutters,  grit  crushers,  etc.,  will  be  mailed  free  to  all 
applying  for  it. 

P  t.  STEARNS  &  CO.,  Box  g  Syracuse,  N.  ¥♦ 
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EDITORIAL. 

Are  You  Are  you  ready  for  a  brisk 
Ready?  fall  trade?  There  will  l)e 
big  business  dealt  out  to 
advertisers  in  A  Few  Hens — are  you 
ready  for  it?  Of  course  you  know  that 
we  have  a  class  of  readers  that  are  in- 
valuable to  advertisers.  We  have  told 
you  of  it  before,  and  if  you  have  patron- 
ized our  columns  the  past  year  you  have 
found  out  that  what  we  said  is  so. 

You  also  know  that  our  readers  are  no 
fanciers.  They  have  no  use  for  the 
fancy,  high-bred  Standard  bird,  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  no  guarantee  for  eggs 
and  meat  from  such  a  fowl.  Likewise 
they  have  no  use  for  mongrels.  They 
recognize  the  fact  that  such  birds  are 
more  of  a  risk  than  a  gain.  While  we 
occasionally  may  find  an  excellent  layer 
in  a  common  hen,  just  as  we  are  apt  to 
find  an  extra  milker  in  a  scrub  cow,  we 
know  that,  as  a  class,  they  are  not  to  be 
relied  upon. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  successful 
poultry  farm  on  which  nothing  but 
dunghills  were  kept?  Did  you  ever 
hear  of  an  egg  farmer  who  got  his  prod- 
uct from  high-scoring  Standard  stock  ? 
No,  it  is  just  about  as  profitable  to  keep 
the  one  lot  as  the  other. 

But  you  have  heard  of  successful  egg 
and  table  poultry  farms  where  thorough- 
breds are  doing  the  work.  Our  readers 
want  strictly  pure  blooded  stock,  and 
they  want  the  breeds  to  have  all  the 
characteristics  or  trade  marks  peculiar 
to  themselves,  but  they  do  not  want  ex- 
travagance practiced  to  enlarge  upon 
those  characteristics.  Let  well  enough 
alone.  Do  not  sacrifice  the  practical 
part  for  mere  fancy.  Ask  any  practical 
poultryman  if  he  wotild  breed  his  stock 
that  were  up  to  Standard  weight.  He 
would  at  once  tell  you  that  such  a  con- 
dition cannot  produce  fertile  eggs  or 
many  of  them. 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  A  Few 
Hens'  readers  are  in  the  business  of 
raising  eggs  and  carcasses  for  ta1:)le  use. 
Now  have  you  stock  for  sale  that  have 
been  bred  for  that  purpose  ?  They  want 
a  score  on  the  egg  record,  the  breast, 
the  back,  and  all  the  practical  points  of 
the  fowl,  and  not  on  the  style  of  the 
bird,  and  the  correctness  ot  the  feather. 

Last  year  a  friend  of  the  editor  thought 
he  would  try  advertising  in  A  Few  Hens. 
He  told  of  the  high  scores  he  won  at 
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such  and  such  shows,  by  a  very  able 
judge.  He  did  not  sell  enough  stock  to 
pay  the  advertising.  Another  friend  in 
the  same  issues,  told  of  the  record  his 
birds  had  made  in  producing  eggs,  he 
told  of  their  merits  as  a  table  fowl,  and 
he  had  more  business  than  he  could  well 
take  care  of.  He  never  expected  any 
such  trade.  But  it  all  goes  to  show 
what  are  the  ideas  of  our  readers. 

Now  is  the  time  to  start  a  contract. 
The  early  advertiser,  like  the  early  bird, 
catches  what  he  is  after.  The  paper  is 
little  in  size,  but  big  in  results,  for  a 
few  good  reasons  : 

First. — All  the  matter  is  boiled  down 
for  busy  people,  so  that  they  get  more 
in  one  issue  than  in  four  copies  of  lots 
of  papers.  That  is  an  advantage  the 
readers  appreciate. 

Second. — The  advertisers  benefit  there- 
from, because  all  advertisements  are  in 
full  view  of  the  readers.  The  adver- 
tiser who  starts  early  this  year  in  A  Few 
Hens,  and  keeps  at  it  for  six  months  or 
a  year,  will  "catch  the  worm,"  or  in 
other  words  catch  the  early  orders,  as 
well  as  the  late  ones,  for  the  simple  rea- 
son that  it  is  the  steady  advertiser  whose 
advertisements  attract  careful,  profit- 
able customers.  From  such  advertisers 
readers  are  most  likely  to  order  as 
wanted. 

Again,  you  do  not  have  to  use  all 
creation  in  space  to  make  a  show  in  the 
compact  pages  of  A  Few  Hens.    A  lo- 
line  advertisement  for  six  months  costs 
only  ^i. GO  per  month,  and  such  an  adver- 
tisement has  some  show  to  be  seen  in  a 
paper  made  up  like  A  Few  Hens. 
If  you  advertise  in  A  Few  Hens — 
Little  Advertisements, 
Little  money  spent. 
Brings  you  many  orders 
Makes  you  heart  content. 
This  may  not  be  poetry,  but  it  is  a 
fact.    Try   it.    Prove   it.    Come  early 
and  avoid  the  crowd  later  on.  The  paper 
is  right ;  price  is  right. 

Order  now,  and  you  will  later  sing — 
Early  to  bed, 
Early  to  rise, 
We  never  get  left, 
"We  advertise— in  A  FEW  HENS. 
*  * 

A  Voice  Our    friends    and  ad- 

from  Chile,  mirers  do  not  all  live 
in  the  United  States. 
This  country  cannot  hold  them.  We 
have  subscribers  all  over  the  world,  and 
these  foreign  subscribers  are  great 
friends  of  A  Few  Hens.  Just  to  show 
you  the  high  esteem  these  cousins  of 
oirrs  have  for  our  efforts,  read  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"A  copy  of  A  Few  Hens  has  reached 
ine  by  the  last  post,  and  I  have  read  its 
contents  from  the  left  hand  upper  cor- 
ner of  the  front  cover,  to  the  right  hand 
bottom  column  of  the  back  cover,  and 
its  wonderful  value  has  so  thoroughly 
impressed  me  that  I  hasten  to  drop  into 
your  coffers  the  widow's  mite,  that  the 
subscription  amounts  to.  Your  paper 
deserves  the  same  relationship  to  the 
poultry  industry  that  Webster's  Diction- 
ary has  attained  with  the  English  lan- 
guage. Please  put  niy  nnme  on  yonr 
mailing  list  in  ink  that  will  never  fade." 
Believe  me,  respectfully, 

C.  H'  H'  Norton^  Valparaiso,  Chile. 
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There  are   Emile    Van  Overbike, 
Others.         Louisville,    Ky. :  "A 
Few  Hens  can't  be  beat. 

It  is  O.  K." 

Brown  Bros.,  Poiitiac,  Mich.  :  "We 
are  subscribers  to  your  poultry  journal, 
as  well  as  to  several  others.  But  we  are 
more  pleased  with  your  pointed  way  of 
stating  things,  as  well  as  the  great 
amount  of  practical  information  it  con- 
tains." 

B.  P.  Mulley,  Louisville,  Ky.  :  "Your 
little  paper  is  all  right ;  the  best  I  ever 
read." 

H,  C.  Herbert,  Irvington,  N.  J.  :  "Your 
paper  is  certainly  a  gem  of  conciseness, 
and  an  encyclopedia  of  useful  know- 
ledge to  poultry  raisers  and  poultry 
users." 

Mrs.  I.  N.  Evans,  Milledgeviile,  Ills.  : 
"I  take  six  poultry  papers.  Next  year 
I  shall  take  only  two  :  A  Few  HEns 
and  Farm-Poultry.  Should  I  take  only 
one,  it  would  be  A  Few  Hens." 

*** 

Friendly  It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  the 
Editors.  continued  friendly  attitude 
of  our  brother  editors  to  A 
Few  Hens.  Nearly  every  issue  of  nearly 
every  poultry  publication,  has  some 
kind  comment  to  make.  Here  is  one 
which  appeared  in  last  month's  issue  of 
the  Southern  Fancier: 

"We  are  glad  that  Brother  Boyer  hit 
upon  the  idea  of  publishing  A  Few 
Hens.  We  need  it  in  our  business. 
Whenever  we  require  something  short 
and  meaty,  to  fill  out  a  column,  or  diver- 
sify a  page,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  take 
our  scissors  and  cut  almost  anywhere  in 
the  paper  and  the  trick  is  done. 

"Every  poultryman  should  have  A 
Few  Hens,  and  we  are  going  to  make  a 
present  of  a  year's  subscription  to  every 
subscriber  of  the  Soiithern  Fancier. 
When  you  send  your  50  cents  for  a  year's 
subscription  to  us  state  that  you  want  A 
Few  Hens  also." 

We  are  glad  if  our  paper  is  of  service 
to  other  editors.  Help  yourselves,  gen- 
tlemen. But  the  Fancier  cannot  get 
ahead  of  us  in  that  sharp  trick  of  giving 
away  our  paper  to  its  subscril)ers.  We'll 
take  revenge  by  doing  the  same.  Send 
us  the  50  cents,  and  we'll  send  you  the 
Fancier  one  year,  and  throw  in  a  year's 
subscription  to  A  Few  Hens.  The  Fa7i- 
cier  is  the  oldest  poultry  journal  in  the 
South. 

*** 

Iowa  George  Reeder,  Muscatine,  la., 
Hens,    writes  as  follows  : 

"They  may  talk  about  what 
the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  hens  can  do, 
or  what  the  Eastern  liens  can  do,  but 
the  enclosed  clipping  taken  from  our 
evening  journal  shows  what  a  few  hens 
from  Iowa  can  do.  I  send  you  this  for 
what  it  is  worth.  What  Cheer  is  a  small 
town  75  miles  west  of  here,  but  situated 
in  a  fine  farming  country.  It  has  about 
3,000  inhabitants." 

The  clipping  referred  to  is  as  follows  : 
"A  What  Cheer  man  shipped  a  car 
load  of  5,000  chickens  to  New  York. 
They  laid  eggs  enough  en  route  to  pay 
the  freight  on  the  car  load.  That  is 
paying  their  own  way  with  a  vengeance." 
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A  Trap  Chas.  P.  Hobart,  Southing- 
Nest,         ton,  Conn.,  writes  : 

"To  the  Editor  of  the  Boss 
of  American  Poultry  Papers  : 

The  monthly  visits  of  your  plain,  prac- 
tical, common  sense  paper,  A  Few  Hens, 
to  our  home  the  last  two  years,  has 
made  us  feel  as  well  acquainted  with 
you  as  we  should  with  a  formal  intro- 
duction, and  we  say,  'Please  shake  !  ' 

"We  have  raised  purebred  poultry  in 
a  small  wa}'  (rearing  about  125  chicks 
per  year),  for  the  last  16  years,  during 
which  time  we  have  constantly  sub- 
scribed for  two  or  more  poultry  journals 
(we  now  take  seven),  and  can  honestly 
say  we  never  took  one  that  was  more 
welcome  than  A  Few  Hens. 

"We  have  been  much  interested  in 
your  trap  nest  contest,  and  the  thought 
that  our  experience  in  that  line  might 
be  of  interest,  and  possibl}^  help  some 
breeder,  prompts  us  to  address  you. 

"We  have  used  trap  nests  of  our  own 
construction  for  several  years,  and  it 
is  mainly  to  their  help  that  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  excellent  egg  producing 
qualities  of  our  White  Wyandottes, 
records  of  whole  pens  ranging  from  178 
to  203  eggs  each,  per  year. 

"When  a  boy,  at  the  old  home,  we 
used  trap  nests  similar  to  the  old  figure 
4  rabbit  trap,  but  later  on  improved  it 
l)y  the  one  we  are  now  using,  which  can 
be  made  as  follows  : 

"Take  a  shoe  box  and  alter  it  over  to 
22  inches  long,  14  inches  wide,  and  19 
inches  deep.  Into  this  fit  a  false  bottom 
loosely  with  a  hinge  at  front  end,  and  a 
small  strip  one  inch  wide,  reaching  two 
inches  through  a  slot  in  the  rear  box. 
Then  make  a  slat  door  9  inches  square 
to  move  up  and  down  easily,  and  connect 
at  the  top  of  door  with  a  small  weight 
at  rear  of  box,  and  a  catch  to  hold  the 
weight  by  a  cord.  When  the  hen  steps 
on  the  nest  the  catch  will  loosen,  and 
the  weight  falling  draws  the  door  up 
and  the  hen  is  caught. 

"I  forgot  to  add,  there  should  be  a 
landing  inside,  4  inches  wide  at  bottom 
of  door,  so  the  hen  can  come  to  the  front 
of  nest,  after  depositing  her  egg,  and 
thus  avoid  the  danger  of  l)reaking  the 
egg  in  her  excitement  if  left  confined 
too  long. 

"For  convenience,  though  not  neces- 
sary, the  top  may  be  hinged  and  thus 
form  a  handy  door  to  gather  the  eggs 
from.  I  have  used  these  nests  without 
a  single  miss  in  the  whole  year,  so  con- 
sider them  practically  reliable. 

"Now  if  some  reader  of  A  Few  Hens 
is  saved  a  dollar,  we  shall  feel  amply 
repaid  for  our  trouble,  only  claiming 
the  credit  of  the  suggestion  for  our- 
selves. 'Live  and  let  live'  we  think  a 
very  good  motto." 

*** 

Poultry  Frank  B.  White,  the 

Advertising,  popular  poultry  ad- 
vertising man,  read  a 
paper  at  the  meeting  of  the  National 
Fanciers'  Association,  Chicago,  Aug.  2, 
1899,  that  contains  many  good  pointers. 
We  regret  that  we  have  room  for  only  a 
brief  extract : 

"I  am  interested  in  the  poultry  ques- 
tion not  simpl}'  from  a  fanciers  point  of 
view,  but  from  the  broader  (and  I  be- 
lieve  more    practical  and  substantial 


point  of  view)  the  commercial  side  of 
the  question. 

"The  question  of  food  and  supply  is 
occupying  the  minds  of  thinking  people 
throughout  the  whole  wide  world  ;  so 
while  I  am  interested  in  feathers,  I  am 
also  interested  in  meat,  and  I  believe 
there  is  no  better  meat  for  human  food 
than  poultry. 

"The  question  that  confronts  you  is, 
'How  can  I  make  my  poultry  yard  pay, 
yield  a  profit,  bring  returns  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  expenditure  in  time  and 
money  ?  ' 

"I  cannot  conceive  of  a  poultryman 
making  his  business  profitable  without 
advertising.  He  must  advertise  in  some 
form  or  other. 

"A  good  name  in  advertising  is  the 
best  stock  in  trade  that  can  be  inven- 
toried. It  will  not  burn  up.  If  you 
invest  $xoo  in  advertising  judiciously, 
you  may  consider  that  you  liave  added 
to  your  stock  in  trade  a  value  which — 
though  you  cannot  weigh  it  on  your 
scales — is  just  as  important  as  though 
you  were  to  invest  in  stock,  supplies,  or 
anything  else  that  may  be  a  necessity 
in  your  business.  There  are  many  in- 
stitutions toda)'  the  good  will  of  which 
is  worth  more  than  all  material,  fixtures, 
and,  in  fact,  all  else  that  pertains  to  the 
business. 

"To  advertise  successfully  there  are 
several  things  that  should  be  taken  into 
consideration,  and  the  more  essential 
are  these  :  The  careful  preparation  of 
advertisements,  attractive,  argumentive, 
forceful,  truthful,  and  do  not  try  to  ad- 
vertise others — ^advertise  yourself,  plac- 
ing these  advertisements  in  papers  of 
worth — papers  that  go  into  the  homes  of 
the  buying  class — those  most  likely  to 
be  interested  in  what  you  have  to  say. 

"I  wish  that  there  might  be  some 
method  of  handling  the  poultry  prod- 
uct commercially  in  a  way  that  would 
lift  it  above  commonality  and  place  it 
where  I  believe  it  belongs,  as  one  of  tlie 
best  and  most  substantial  products  of 
the  land.  When  we  consider  that 
f3,ooo,ooo  is  Uncle  Sam's  part  of  the 
poultry  business,  it  is  not  difficult  to 


understand  why  so  many  of  our  best 
business  men  are  giving  heed  to  the 
question.  The  dairy  product  of  the 
country  is  getting  the  advantage  of  us 
in  that  it  is  putting  up  its  product  for 
domestic  use — its  butter  and  milk,  in 
finer  shape  than  it  did  in  former  years, 
and  more  pleasing  to  the  good  house- 
wife. Some  of  our  standard  creameries 
are  putting  up  butter  in  delicate  pack- 
ages and  commanding  from  3  to  25  cents 
more  a  pi>und  than  butter  of  equally  as 
good  quality  of  other  institutions.  It  is 
simply  because  they  expend  a  little  in 
advertising  and  a  nice  label  and  neat 
package.  I  believe  that  thousands  of 
people  in  the  city  of  Chicago  would  be 
willing  to  pay  5,  10  or  20  cents  more  a 
dozen  for  eggs  if  they  could  be  assured 
that  they  came  direct  from  the  poultry 
yards  and  were  guaranteed  by  a  reliable 
poultryman  to  be  fresh.  To  do  this  there 
could  be  a  package  containing,  say,  i,  2, 
3,  or  5  dozen,  each  gotten  up  neatly  and 
attractively,  with  the  guarantee  printed 
on  it  to  the  effect  that  every  egg  was 
fresh,  and  in  case  one  discovered  that 
one  was  not,  within  a  given  time,  a  dozen 
should  be  given  for  every  one  thus  found . 
Do  you  think  for  a  moment  that  our  best 
families  would  not  willingly  pay  the  ex- 
tra price  rather  than  to  take  their 
chances  with  the  riffraff  that  comes 
through  the  corner  grocery  disinterested 
method  of  handling  them?  A  stale  egg 
is  an  abomination. 

"A  dressed  fowl  should  be,  in  my 

W/'TT'YT'  not  use   Steyer's  Lice  Powder? 
T  T  _l1  X    It  will  increase  the  egg  yield. 

Prairie  State  Incubators 

at  bargain,  if  taken  soon.  Four  300-egg;  one-lOO-egg; 
two  Special  Duck,  288  egars;  80  ft.  Broofler  System. 
All  good  order.  Marybrook  Ranch,  Fannettsburg,Fa. 


Poultry 
Netting 


in  Short  Pieces. 

1  1-2  inch  mesh,  No.  19  wire, 
galvanized;  in  bundles  of 
one  thousand  square  feet, 
for  g3.50;  three  bundles, 
S9.00.  Stock  limited.  Order 
today.  Our  circulars  give 
net  prices  of  Poultry  Net- 
ting. 

JAMES   S.  CASE, 

Colchester,  Ct., 
New  England    Agent  for 
M.  M.  S.  Poultry  Fencing. 


BiG  MONEY  IN  EGGS 

if  you  can  only  get  enough  of  them  at  the  lowest  cost.  GREEN  CUT  BONE 

solves  the  problem.  It  doubles  the  eeg  product.  It  makes  hens  lay  in  the  dead  of 
winter  when  eggs  are  worth  money.  It  keeps  the  hen  laying.  It  makes  chicks  grow 
last  and  mature  early,  and  makes  early  layers  Sf  the  puUets. 

MANN'S  New  Bone  Cutters 

prepare  bone  in  the  best  way.  Out  fast,  run  easy,  last  long.  Mann's  Clover 
Cutter,  Granite  Crystal  Grit  and  Swinging  Feed  Trays  are  all  neces- 
sary to  highest  success.  Cash  or  installments.  Illustrated  catalogue  sent  Frpf». 
CF.  "W-.  iaa:.A.3VIV  00.,  Box  6?  TVTTXjFOJEt.Py  MASsI 


iiH!iriiijj:iiiii:miiiiji 


This  Is  the  Bone  Cutter 

—  and  indeed  the  only  one  which  is  equipped  with  ball 
bearings.  That's  why  it  runs  so  easily.  It  cuts 
OH  the  shear  plate  principle.  No  gouging,  crushing  or 
breaking  of  bone  into  pieces  or  dangerous  bone  splinters. 

Leaves  a  Shaving  of  Bone, 

fine  and  easilj'  consumed  by  fowl  or  chick.  Easiest  to 
clean  —  cleans  itself.  Feeds  at  will  of  operator. 
Strong  and  durable.  Large  capacity.  Made  in  various 
sizes  for  hand  and  power.  Write  for  our  illustrated 
Catalogue  No.  I,  prices,  etc. 

.      IV.  J.  ADAM,  JOUET,  au 
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judgment,  packed  in  a  neat  box, wrapped 
iu  paraflfin  paper,  neatly  labeled,  and 
not  hung  up,  exposed  and  thrown  about 
as  if  it  were  of  no  consequence.  And  if 
it  were  so  packed,  and  the  name  of  the 
poultryman  printed  neatly  on  the  pack- 
age, don't  you  think  that  our  good  wives 
would  be  eager  to  have  them  in  prefer- 
ence to  those  that  are  taken  out  of  the 
barrel,  dirty,  skinny,  filthy,  even  though 
the  price  might  be  one-half  ?  Every  one 
that  you  thus  sold  would  become  an  ad- 
vertisement for  you  and  there  would 
soon  be  an  inquiry.  An  enterprising 
farmer  in  central  New  York  conceived 
this  idea  some  time  ago  and  has  no 
trouble  in  getting  5  cents  a  dozen  more 
iu  the  Syracuse  market  for  his  eggs  from 
a  merchant.  If  I  were  out  of  business 
and  wanted  something  to  do  that  would 
pay  me  big,  I  would  arrange  with  a 
dozen  good  poultry  breeders  to  supply 
me  with  eggs  at  a  given  price,  and  I 
would  have  my  regular  customers  and 
make  5  to  20  cents  a  dozen  on  them  year 
in  and  year  out.  But  I  would  put  a 
little  work  on  it ;  a  little  advertising  in 
it ;  and  I  would  do  it  in  first-class  shape 
— do  it  well  and  command  good  pay  for 
my  labor  ;  cheap  things  are  not  wanted  ; 
it  is  quality  that  counts. 

"There  is  expended  upwards  of  $100,- 

000  a  year  in  poultry,  poultry  supplies, 
incubator  and  brooder  lines  of  advertis- 
ing through  agencies  alone.  These  in- 
stitutions have  all  become  prosperous 
through  advertising.  The  foundation 
and  ground  work  of  their  business  is 
advertising.  Is  not  that  testimony 
enough  for  you  of  its  worth? 

"You  do  not  have  to  do  a  large  amount 
of  it  if  you  have  a  few  birds,  but  if  you 
have  some  choice  ones  you  can  afford  to 
do  a  little.  Of  course  stock  is  necessary. 

1  have  presumed  that  you  knew  that. 
Unless  you  have  something  worthy  of 
advertising  it  would  not  pay  you.  A 
poor  thing  will  never  pay  as  an  adver- 
tising proposition.  It  may  for  a  moment, 
but  the  buying  public  soon  takes  its 
measure.  But  an  article  of  worth  not 
only  pays,  but  creates  and  establishes 
your  reputation  in  your  particular  line 
of  trade,  and  carries  your  good  name 
beyond  into  wider  circles,  yielding  prof- 
its in  years  to  come." 

*** 

A  Practical  Mayflower  Lodge  Poul- 
Fafm.  try  Farm,  So.  Braintree, 

Mass.,  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  William  G.  Davis,  is  devoted  to 
the  raising  of  poultry  and  eggs  for  table 
use.  They  solicit  family  trade,  and  in 
order  to  do  it,  have  gotten  out  a  small 
booklet  that  is  by  far  the  most  novel 
and  prettiest  advertising  matter  of  the 
kind  that  we  have  yet  seen.  On  the 
cover  page  an  outside  view  of  the  poul- 
try houses  is  given.  The  inside  of  the 
leaflet  shows  a  portion  of  the  incubator 
room,  interior  of  brooder  house,  exterior 
of  brooder  house,  flocks  of  broilers  and 
roasters,  interior  of  hen  house,  and  some 
of  the  laying  stock. 

The  proprietor  states  that  it  is  his  object 
to  supply  his  patrons  with  all  kinds  of 
poultry,  freshly  killed,  as  ordered,  and 
positively  new-laid  eggs  all  the  year 
round  at  regular  market  prices.  Two 
or  more  deliveries  a  week  are  made 
directly  from  the  farm  to  residences, 


and  careful  attention  will  be  given  to 
orders  for  any  amount.  Also  special 
orders  for  parties,  etc.,  at  short  notice. 

One  thousand  eggs  (the  capacity  of 
their  incubators)  are  hatched  every 
month  throughout  the  year.  These  eggs 
are  from  their  own  stock  of  special 
breeding  pens  of  White  Wyandottes  and 
Barred  Plymouth  Rock  hens. 

When  hatched  the  chicks  are  placed 
in  the  brooders  and  there  cared  for  as 
long  as  the  season  requires.  This 
brooder  house  is  60  feet  long,  with 
ample  and  convenient  space  under  roof 
for  indoor  yards  which  are  also  con- 
nected with  outside  yards  for  fine 
weather. 

Special  attention  is  given  to  the  Phil- 
adelphia style  of  broiler.  Marketable 
as  individual  broilers  10  to  12  weeks 
from  the  shell.  Their  peculiar  method 
of  feeding  and  care  has  brought  this 
branch  of  their  industry  up  to  the  high 
standard  of  perfection.  Orders  will  be 
filled  for  broilers  from  3-4  to  2  1-2  pounds 
each. 

Careful  selection  is  made  from  their 
flocks  for  chickens  to  roast ;  and,  owing 
to  their  being  exclusivel}'  grain-fed,  they 
are  particularly  delicious  for  the  table. 
For  the  growing  demand  of  capons,  they 
at  all  times  keep  a  number  to  supply 
the  demand.  The  fowls  sold  are  year- 
ling hens,  and  compare  favorably  with 
many  chickens  that  are  in  the  markets. 

Referring  to  eggs,  they  say  :  "We 
have  the  brown  egg  strain,  and  guar- 
antee every  egg  to  be  fresh-laid  when 
delivered.  We  aim  to  have  this  branch 
of  our  industry  of  as  high  standard  of 
excellence  as  is  our  poultry  for  market. 
Our  laying  stock  is  essentially  fed  on 
the  best  white  wheat,  it  being  acknowl- 
edged the  best  egg  producer,  also  fur- 
nishing the  richest  qualities." 

*** 

Judge  "Uncle  Isaac"  Felch  is  prob- 
Felch.  ably  the  best  known  poultry- 
man  in  the  United  States. 
Well  has  it  been  said  he  is  the  "Father 
of  American  Poultry  Culture."  For 
two  years,  while  living  in  Massachusetts, 

American  Trap   Nest  Box 

Picks  out  the  business  hen,  and  will  prevent  and 
cure  egg  eating.   Plans  %\M.  Circulars. 

J.  H.  WOODHEAD,  Box  226,  Leicester,  Mass. 
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TEYER'S   LICE   POWDER   does  the 
work.    See  advertisement. 


WHITE  LEGHORN  PLACE. 

Some  very  choice  yearlings  and  young  stock  for 
sale,  only  ,91.00.   Eggs  in  season.    Write  quick. 
W.  H.  WARREN,  Specialist,  Ransomville,  N.  Y. 


the  writer  met  the  Sage  of  Natick  almost 
daily,  and  on  many  a  long  drive  did  we 
listen  to  experiences  and  events  in  the 
life  time  of  Mr.  Felch,  as  told  by  him- 
self, which,  given  in  that  style  for  which 
he  is  so  peculiar,  were  intensely  inter- 
esting. 

We  shall  never  forget  the  story  of  his 
first  appearance  at  Spokane.  It  is  as 
fresh  upon  our  mind  today  as  it  was  the 
day  he  told  it. 

"Boyer,"  he  said,  "for  40  years  I  have 
labored  hard  to  upbuild  the  poultry  in- 
terests in  this  country.  I  made  enemies 
by  so  doing,  and  yet  I  never  once  made 
a  move  that  was  not  done  from  honest 
purpose  at  heart.  In  all  that  tinie  there 
was  not  an  association  that  seemed  to 
think  well  enough  of  me  to  present  a 
souvenir  so  that  I  might  in  alter  years 
be  reminded  of  their  good  will.  You 
can  well  imagine  my  feelings  while  at 
Spokane,  away  out  west  of  the  Rockies, 
right  out  among  what  I  might  as  well 
term  strangers — when  I  was  led  by  the 
arm  to  the  centre  of  the  room,  and  in  a 
neat  and  complimentary  speech  by 
President  Dwight,  presented  with  this 
splendid  pair  of  large  field  glasses." 

There  was  moisture  in  the  grand  old 
man's  eyes  as  he  straightened  out  his 
large  form,  threw  back  his  shoulders, 
and  continued  : 


IN  EVERY  TEST  THE 

Star  Incubator 

hatches  the  largest  per- 
centage of  chicks  — 
strong  chicks,  too. 
That's  why  experienced 
poultrymen  are  dis- 
carding all  others. 

Positive  directions  for 
ventilation.  Requires 
no  moisture. 
Our  $10  Star  Brooder  is  unequalled. 
Catalogue  for  the  asking. 

STAR    INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 
83  Church  Street,  Bound  Brook,  N.  J. 


Dulany  82:  Branin, 

(Successors  to  Haines  &  ISrauin,) 

Commission  Merchants, 

Philadelphia  Poultry;  Broilers,  Roast- 
ers, Fancy  Capons,  Squabs  and  Eggs. 

Nos.  41,  43  and  45  Hewitt  Avenue, 
West  AVashington  Market,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


SCRATCHING  SHEDS 

would  be  a  mistake  if  they  were  intended  for  convenient  places  for  hens  to  "scratch,"  on  account  of  the 
lice.  Like  all  our  enemies,  lice  are  always  with  us.  To  defeat  these  murderous  pests  requires  an  article 
that  will  "touch  the  spot"  the  moment  it  is  applied.  There  are  many  preparations  on  the  market,  and  they 
no  doubt  deserve  considerable  praise,  but  Ave  know  that  there  is  no  article  that  will  do  the  work  like 
STEYER'S  LICE  POWDER.  It  is  a  combination  of  several  valuable  articles,  each  one  of  which 
would  in  itself  be  effective— the  combination,  however,  makes  it  all  the  more  prompt  in  its  action.  At  ail 
times  it  is  safe  to  handle.  Endorsed  by  Michael  K.  Boyer,  editor  A  Few  Hens. 
Large  sample  xjackage  sent  prepaid  for  15  cents. 

A.  F.  STEYER  &  CO.,  3605  North  IStli  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Hatch  CHICKENS 

WITH  THE 

Wooden  Hen 


Lowest-cost 
First-class 
halcher  inadfi\ 
fertile  eggs  at ' 


WITH  THE 

EXCELSIOR  INCUBATOR 

Simple,  P erfect.  Self-regula- 
ting.   Thoasands  in  success- 
ful operation.    Guaranteed  to 
hatch  a   larger  percentage  of 
less  cost  than  any  other  Hatcher, 


Most  efficient  small  incu- 
bator ever  invented.  Perfect 

in  every  detail.  Justthe  thing  Catalog's  Pree." 
for  pou  Itry  raising  on  a  small  scale,  GO  egg  capacity. 


CEO.  H.  STWVHL,  Patentee  and  Sole  Miiiiuraoturer,  114  to  122  S.  Sixth  St.,  QUINCY,  ILL. 
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"I  said,  'I  have  not  yet  looked  through 
these  glasses,  but  1  will  do  so  now, 
taking  niy  first  view  of  the  kind  faces 
of  the  members  of  the  Spokane  Poultry 
Association,  the  doners  of  this  beautiful 
token  of  their  esteem.'  Thereupon  I 
adjusted  the  glasses  and  leveled  them 
upon  the  assembly,  taking  a  good  look 
at  each  one.  But  the  view  I  saw  through 
those  glasses  was  not  one  that  I  ex- 
pected. I  saw  that  entire  assemblage 
giving  three  rousing  cheers.  I  was 
given  both  optional  and  oral  evidence 
of  the  enthusiasm  of  my  Spokane 
friends." 

It  was  worth  going  miles  to  hear 
Judge  Felch  tell  of  this  act  of  friend- 
ship, and  if  the  Spokane  doners  could 
only  know  how  he  loves  to  tell  the 
story,  the  earnestness  he  displays,  and 
the  smile  on  his  face  as  he  shows  the 
trophy,  they  would  feel  doubly  glad 
that  they  have  thus  honored  him. 
*** 

Good  Edgar  Allen,  West  Glouces- 
Report.  ter,  Mass.,  writes:  "I  am  a 
subscriber  to  your  little  egg 
machine  —  A  Few  Hens  —  and  read  it 
with  interest  every  month,  especially 
Experimental  Farm  Notes.  I  am  run- 
ning a  two-acre  poultry  and  vegetable 
farm  myself,  only  with  this  difference  : 
Yours  is  experimental ;  mine  is  a 
'ground  hog'  case,  it  has  got  to  pay,  or 
we  go  hungr}'-. 

"I  notice  in  the  August  issue  you 
give  the  average  egg  yield  per  hen,  for 
the  first  six  months  this  year  from 
White  Wyandottes,  at  a  little  over  71 
eggs.  I  herewith  give  my  average  for 
the  same  time  with  14  Wyandottes,  five 
of  which  were  a  year  old  by  April  ist, 
and  nine  were  a  year  old  July  ist,  1899. 

"We  keep  strict  account  every  day, 
hence  know  the  average  is  correct. 
During  this  time  six  of  the  Wyandottes 
hatched  out  broods  of  chicks.  (we 
find  they  make  fine  mothers),  and  the 
others  have  all  had  attacks  of  broodi- 
ness. 

"Our  cost  of  feeding  is  as  near  as  can 
be  figured  at  1-2  cent  per  head  per  day. 
This  includes  both  fowls  and  chicks 
from  birth  to  death. 

"The  record  is  as  follows:  January, 
188  eggs  ;  February,  281  ;  March,  308  ; 
April,  268;  May,  149;  June,  161  ;  or,  an 
average  of  nearly  97  eggs  per  hen  for 
the  six  months." 

*** 

Child's  In  the  advertising  columns 
Farm,  of  this  issue  will  be  found 
the  card  of  Wm.  H.  Child, 
the  well-known  White  and  Silver  Wyan- 
dotte breeder  of  Hatboro,  Pa.  The  ad- 
vertisement is  made  conspicuous  by  the 
insertion  of  a  cut  of  his  Silver  Wyan- 
dotte cock,  winner  at  Hagerstown,  '98, 
and  West  Chester,  '99.  Mr.  Child  has  a 
few  good  cockerels,  sons  of  this  bird, 
that  he  can  spare.  Our  readers  are  well 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Child's  stock,  no 
better  can  be  had  anywhere  for  the 
money. 

Our  readers  will  remember  that  last 
year  Mr.  Child  moved  to  Hatboro  from 
Glenside.  He  has  started  in  to  build 
up  a  complete  plant  which  will  be  one 
of  the  best  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  A  new  scratching  shed  house 
has  been  completed,  measuring  loxioo 


feet,  with  pens  both  front  and  back. 
There  are  four  pens  16  feet,  and  three 
pens  12  feet,  making  seven  pens  in  r11. 
Every  building  is  put  up  with  an  idea 
of  permanency.  We  shall  watch  this 
plant  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and 
keep  our  readers  posted  on  the  steps 
made. 

*** 

Mr.  DePuy  Emerson  DePuy,  the 
Feels  Hurt,  able  editor  of  the  hand- 
some Western  Garden 
and  Poultry  Journal,  feels  hurt.  After 
having  his  inning  at  throwing  mud  at 
the  trul}^  practical  meat  and  egg  jour- 
nals, he  feels  that  we  should  have  been 
above  replying  to  the  same.  He  says  in 
the  September  issue  of  his  paper  that 
as  he  took  occasion  to  state  a  few  simple 
facts  with  reference  to  this  subject,  the 
shoe  fit  us  and  we  promptly  put  our 
foot  in  it.  Certainly  the  shoe  fits  us. 
Were  we  to  write  an  editorial  that  there 
is  not  a  weekly  fanciers'  paper  worth  a 
continental, — would  Mr.  Drevenstedt, 
of  the  Americayi  Fancier,  or  Mr.  Ather- 
ton,  of  the  American  Stock-Keeper,  be 
blamed  for  rising  up  and  calling  us 
down  ?  Not  a  bit  of  it.  We  would  have 
no  right  to  try  to  hurt  their  business. 
There  are  only  two  purel}^  practical 
papers  in  the  country  at  the  present 
time,  and  A  Few  Hens  is  one  of  them. 
When  the  attempt  is  made  to  cripple 
the  interests  of  that  class  are  we  to  be 
blamed  for  calling  Mr.  DePuy's  atten- 
tion to  it  ? 

As  Mr.  DePuy  refused  to  reprint  what 
we  said  in  our  August  number,  his  read- 
ers, unless  they  are  also  readers  of  our 
paper,  have  only  one  side  of  the  story. 
That  is  to  be  regretted,  for  we  believed 
Mr.  DePuy  would  not  hesitate  to  give 
all  sides  a  hearing,  no  matter  who  it 
hurt.  But  we  have  been  disappointed 
in  that  belief. 

Mr.  DePuy,  we  well  see,  is  very  likely 
to  make  mistakes,  and  he  certainly 
makes  a  grievous  one  when  he  says  A 
Few  Hens  is  nothing  more  than  an 
appendix  of  Farm-Poultry.  True,  A 
Few  Hens  is  owned  by  the  same  firm 
that  own  Farm-Potiltry,  but  outside  of 
that  fact  there  is  nothing  that  connects 
them.  The  editors  and  editorial  policy 
are  quite  different.  There  is  a  separate 
force  on  this  paper,  and  the  printing  is 
even  not  done  at  the  same  office  Farm- 
Poultry  is  printed. 

But  as  Mr.  DePu}^  will  neither  retract 
nor  explain  the  wicked  things  he  said 
about  the  meat  and  egg  journals,  we 
shall  not  devote  more  space  to  the  sub- 
ject. We  are  very  well  pleased  with 
the  success  A  Few  Hens  has  attained 
as  a  meat  and  egg  journal,  and  we  shall 
continue  to  traverse  the  same  road. 
*** 

Prairie  State    The  Prairie  State  In- 
Catalogue.        cubator  Company,  of 
Homer  Cit}",  Pa.,  en- 
joy a  national  reputation  for  getting  out 

ROCKY  HILLCRIT 

The  Best  ALL-Rou^'D  Grit  K^fo■^v^'. 

»,  One  ton,  a!~.00 
PKICE,  S  One-half  ton,  4.00 
S  100  lbs.  (1  bas).  .50 

By  selling  for  cash,  we  have  no  losses,  and  can  sell 
to  cbnsnmers  at  manufacturers  prices.  Clubtofretlier 
"and  buy  at  wholesale  price.  Low  freight  rates.  Terms 
cash.    Better  than  ovster  shell.    Go  twice  as  far. 
■  ROCKY  HILL  GRIT  WORKS,  Milford,  Mass. 


fine  catalogues.  The  book  issi-ed  by 
them  two  years  ago  was  a  grand  one, 
but  it  is  practically  nothing  alongside 
the  one  that  has  just  been  issued.  The 
pages  of  the  1900  edition  are  double  in 
size  those  of  1898,  and  the  colored  plates 
are  of  much  finer  work.  The  cover  is 
illuminated  with  a  portrait  of  one  of 
their  new  machines,  over  which  is  pre- 
sided a  regular  dude.  On  the  last  cover 
page  is  a  full  view  of  all  the  factory 
buildings,  including  the  residences  of 
both  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Nix.  One 
hundred  thousand  copies  of  this  hand- 
some work,  the  cost  of  which  runs  in 
the  thousands,  will  be  circulated  the 
coming  season. 

Mr.  Cooper  paid  Hammonton  a  visit 
last  month,  the  guest  of  the  writer. 
With  him  he  had  the  full  designs  of  the 
machines  they  are  placing  on  the  mar- 
ket, and  which  will  be  sold  at  $(3  each 
and  upwards.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  price  has  been  considerably  cut,  the 
Prairie  State  guarantee  goes  with  them, 
and  those  who  have  ever  dealt  with  that 
firm  will  know  what  that  means.  A 
force  of  80  hands  are  now  kept  busy, 
working  up  stock  to  meet  the  present 
demands  as  well  as  to  be  ready  for 
future  ones.  We  will  give  a  more  full 
report  of  this  catalogue  after  we  see  one 
complete — all  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  with 
him  at  the  time  of  his  visit  were  some  of 
the  advance  sheets. 


The  Black  The  1899  catalogue  of  the 
Minorca.  American  Black  Minorca 
Club  has  been  received. 
It  is  full  of  valuable  information  regard- 
ing this  breed,  and  will  help  the  sales 
wonderfully.  Among  the  many  good 
things  noted  is  the  fact  that  Mr.  North- 
up  has  had  a  full  hearing  and  vindicated 
of  the  charges  made  against  him.  We 
know  Mr.  Northup   for  a   number  of 

FARM  raised  S.  C.  White  Leghorn  Cockerels, 
75  cents  each.   Robt.  Simpson,  Brentwood,  N.  Y. 


WRock  and  S.  C.  W.  Leghorn  Cockerels,  §1.50, 
•   or  will  exchange  for  W^  Rock  pullets. 
E.  MARQUAND,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES.  Free  range,  farm- 
raised,  brown  egg  young  stock  of  superior  qualitv. 
Do3'Ouwishany?  Wm.  F.  Stroud,  Merchantville,N.J. 


BLACK  Liegliorns,  4  months  old,  prize  stock. 
Great  winter  layers.  2  pullets  and  1  cockerel,  g3. 
5  months  old,  g4.     C.  Q.  TIRRELL,  Porter,  Mass. 


BROWN  LEGHORNS 

12  hens,  1  cockerel,  chea]).  Young  stock  after 
September  1st.     ZUNDEL  BROS.,  Grapeville,  Pa. 


I^EKIN  I3UCKS. 

For  a  short  time  only  I  will  sell  young  Breeding 
stock  from  mv  Prize-Winning  Pekin  ducks  forg^LOO 
each.  FRED.  P.  HAYNES,  Ellsworth,  Maine. 


The   TELL  T^LE 

Picks  the  layers  out  of  any  size  flock.   It  needs  no 
attention.  Directions  for  building.  50  cents  in  silver. 
J.  H.  WOODHEAD,  Box  22H,  Leicester,  Mass. 


TEN   GOOD  VIGOROUS 

White  Wyandotte  Cocks 

for  sale.   One  year  old.    Price  from  1  to  2  dollars. 
D.  LINCOLN  ORR,  Orr's  Mills,  N.  Y. 


Alii  imimi  Ml, 

S.  C.  AVhite  Leghorn  Cockerels,  half  grown.  gl.OO. 
Wh.  Wyandotte  Cock'ls,  %1 ;  vear-old  cocks,  ,92  to  gt3. 
Light  Brahma  Cocks.  year-ol"d.  S2. 
White  Plymouth  Rock,  year-ofd  cocks.  §2  to  gt3. 

(J^^Come  earlv  and  get  the  choice. 
:\IICHAEL  K.  BOYKK,  .  •   •  HiUiinionton,  N,  J, 


A  Rew  Hens 


Sept.  15 


years,  and  are  glad  to  see  that  he  has 
not  been  guilty  of  any  misconduct.  He 
is,  without  a  doubt,  one  of  the  straight- 
est  and  best  poultrymen  in  this  country. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  all  through 
this  catalogue  it  is  shown  that  the  mem- 
bers all  strictly  adhere  to  the  fact  that 
the  breed  must  be  kept  up  in  its  egg 
type.  As  a  sample,  see  the  following- 
extracts  : 

"While  at  work  increasing  the  size, 
we  must  not  forget  that  to  tamper  with 
the  egg  yield  would  be  to  ruin  our 
favorites.  We  want  more  eggs  and 
larger  eggs.  Size  is  a  good  thing,  but 
egg  production  is  the  rock  on  which  the 
popularity  of  the  Minorcas  stands." 

"Those  wishi'.ig  eggs  running  six  or 
less  to  the  pound,  must  pin  their  faith 
to  Black  Minorcas,  free  from  foreign 
blood." 

"If  you  want  to  increase  the  popu- 
larity of  Minorcas,  strive  to  increase 
the  size  of  their  eggs." 

"Remember  that  we  are  after  the  egg- 
laying  type,  and  that  can  be  found  only 
in  the  long,  deep-bodied  birds." 

C.  J.  Audruss  says  the  size  and  beauty 
of  their  eggs  first  attracted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  breed. 

G.  P.  Reynaud  says:  "The  fowl  for 
the  utility  man  is  the  Black  Minorca, 
which,  as  a  producer  of  large  eggs,  has 
no  equal.  Even  did  it  stop  there,  it 
would  still  be  entitled  to  consideration 
over  the  other  breeds  as  an  egg  pro- 
ducer; but  it  i'S  not  satisfied  with  this 
undisputed  title,  and  strives  for  the 
leadership  in  egg  production  as  to  num- 
l)ers.  While  there  are  a  few  who, 
blinded  by  admiration  for  some  other 
g  )od  breed,  seek  to  place  their  favorites 
in  the  van  of  the  egg  breeds,  it  is  none 
the  less  a  fact  that  cannot  be  either 
truthfully  or  reasonably  disputed  that 
there  is  no  breed  known  that  will  out- 
lay Black  Minorcas,  and  few,  if  any, 
that  can  equal  them.  We  should  all 
favor  long,  deep-bodied  birds,  as  the 
trait  we  are  to  preserve,  and  to  increase 
to  the  fullest  limit  the  prolific  produc- 
tion of  large  eggs.  Unless  we  have  the 
proper  body  it  is  idle  to  expect  that 
which  has  made  the  breed  so  popular. 
Let  us  bend  all  our  energies  in  that 
direction  and  aim  to  produce  birds  that 
in  turn  will  give  eggs  running  from  6  to 
4  to  the  pound." 

J.  H.  Santee  says:  "Too  much  care 
and  attention  cannot  be  given  to  mating 
up  your  pens  of  Black  Minorcas  each 
year  for  breeding  purposes.  One  should 
always  keep  in  mind  what  they  are  in- 
tended for,  that  is  the  practical  part, 
and  select  only  large,  vigorous,  strong 
liirds  with  the  correct  shape — 'the  long, 
deep  bodies.'  " 

J.  Y.  Bicknell  says:  "It  has  been 
said  that  'The  Minorca  lays  the  most 
eggs  and  the  largest  eggs  of  any  breed.' 
This  is  not  in  accordance  with  facts. 
There  are  others  which  lay  as  many  as 
the  Minorca  and  there  are  others  which 
lay  as  large  eggs,  but  there  is  not  an- 
other breed  which  will  lay  as  many  of 
the  same  size  as  the  Minorca.  If  you 
want  table  qualities  alone,  don't  take 
the  Minorca ;  because,  although  they 
are  a  first-class  table  fowl  when  bred  up 
to  the  standard,  there  are  others  which 
would  serve  you  better,  but  if  you  want 
?L  combination  of  flesh  and  eggs,  with  a 


preponderance  of  the  latter,  none  will 
serve  you  better." 

R.  F.  Palmer  says:  "In  the  recog- 
nized varieties  of  domestic  fowls  there 
are  none  with  stronger  claims  to  popu- 
larity than  those  included  in  the  Medi- 
terranean class.  They  are  the  egg 
layers  of  the  feathered  world,  and  in 
this  class  there  are  none  with  stronger 
claims  to  the  right  to  roost  on  the  top 
round  of  the  ladder  than  Minorcas. 
The}'  are  the  largest  of  the  non-sitting 
varieties,  being  fully  one-third  larger 
than  the  Leghorns,  and  lay  the  largest 
egg  of  any  variety  and  the  most  of 
tiiem.  Why,  then,  should  they  not 
take  rank  as  the  best  possible  utility 
fowl,  as  well  as  the  pride  of  the  fancier  ? 
There  is  an  impression  amongst  the  un- 
informed that  they  are  not  good  winter 
layers.  Nothing  could  be  more  errone- 
ous. Properly  housed  and  fed,  there  is 
not  their  equal  to  be  had.  To  get  the 
best  results  from  them  they  must  have 
exercise.  They  are  not  large  eaters, 
and  a  good  scratching  shed,  where  they 
are  kept  busy  hunting  the  few  grains, 
which  should  be  occasionally  scattered 
in  the  litter,  with  a  variety  of  food 
interspersed  with  vegetables  and  the 
scraps  from  the  table,  will  insure  the 
best  results,  and  your  trouble  will  be 
well  repaid  by  well-filled  egg  baskets  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year.  I  know  of  no 
fowl  that  will  do  so  well  in  confinement, 
if  the  above  instructions  are  followed, 
and  none  that  will  be  sure  to  furnish 
such  good  results." 

James  W.  Garlick  sounds  the  praises 
of  the  Minorca  in  this  couplet: 

"Then  shout  hurrah  for  this  black  heu, 
The  biggest  boon  for  poultrymen. 
Toss  up  your  hat  and  bare  your  crown, 
Shout  till  you're  hoarse,  she  will  not  down. 

Corn  may  be  king 

Or  any  old  thing. 
But  the  fact  remains,  it's  plain  to  be  seen, 
The  Minorca  hen  is  America's  Queen  " 

S.  Champion  says  :  "In  egg  produc- 
tion the  Minorca  is  unequalled,  laying, 
nearly  the  year  round,  a  large  well-flav- 
ored egg,  that  is  providing  the  breeder 
furnishes  the  desired  material  for  her 
consumption.  As  a  table  fowl  they  are 
becoming  more  in  demand  yearly,  as 
people  in  days  gone  by  have  been  skep- 
tical against  black  fowls,  but  in  the 
Minorca  you  will  find  a  heavy-meated 
bird,  very  juicy  and  of  fine  flavor.  This 
is  not  found  in  any  of  the  non-sitting 
varieties  but  the  Minorca." 

R.  I.  REDS.  Prolific  layers.  Eggs,  26,  ^l.^O; 
g4  pr.  100.   St'k  in  season.    E.  S.  Piper,  Camden,  Me. 

MICHAEL.  K.  BOYER,  editor  A  Few  Hens, 
has  tried  and  fully  endorses  Steyer's  Lice  Powder. 

33  Ribbons  Boston  and  New  York. 

Mr.  Boyer  recommends  my  stock  and  myself.  My 
Rose  C.  Brown  have  a  record  of  over  220  eggs  to  a 
hen  in  '98,  '99.  S.  C.  Browns  and  Kose,  second  to  none 
in  the  world.  White  and  Barred  Books,  Bradley  & 
Tliompsou  stock.  Pekin  Ducks.  10  lb.  stock.  Buff 
Leghorns,  Wh.  Leghorns,  (Whiting).  Wh.  Wyaiis., 
(Dustin).  Bl.  Langshans  and  Minorcas.  Stock  all 
of  best  blood.  Cocks,  hens,  cockerels  and  pullets 
for  sale.   A  Buff  Cochin  cock,  ^3.50. 

W.  W.  KULP,  Pottstown,  Pa. 


If  People  only  Knew 

what  strong,  vigorovis  Cockerels  and  Pullets  we  have 
for  sale  and  ready  to  enter  the  breeding  pen,  tliey 
surely  would  buy  some.  Considering  the  quality  and 
vigor  of  the  stock,  we  claim  to  have  as  good  and 
cheap  as  any  one.  If  you  are  interested  in  Turkeys, 
Ducks,  Geese,  Guineas  or  Chickens,  send  for  niy 
catalogue,  it  fully  describes  the  23  varieties  I  breed. 
It  is  now  time  to  inquire  about  Incubator  eggs.  We 
can  furnish  them  bv  the  100  or  1000.  Prices  quoted 
on  application.        "D.  A.  MOUNT, 

Pine  Tree  Farm,  Jamesburg,  N,  J, 


Geo.  H.  Northup  says:  "It  may  be 
asked,  'What  qualities  do  Minorcas  pos- 
sess which  other  fowls  do  not?'  It  is 
that  in  them  are  combined  the  highest 
degree  of  excellence  of  the  three  quali- 
ties for  which  domestic  fowls  are  valued, 
viz.,  greatest  number  of  eggs,  largest 
size  of  eggs  and  excellence  of  the  fowls 
for  table  use.  In  many  tests,  several 
of  which  were  made  in  the  govern- 
mental experiment  station  of  Canada 
and  reported  by  order  of  Parliament, 
Minorcas  have  been  found  to  excel  all 
other  breeds  for  winter  layers  and  for 
size  of  eggs.  It  is  conceded  by  all  who 
know  Minorcas.  that  they  excel  all 
others.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  the 
producer  to  have  the  largest  eggs  in  the 
market  to  distribute  to  his  customers, 
and,  on  account  of  size,  the  eggs  of 
Minorcas  always  find  a  more  ready  sale 
than  eggs  from  comnioii  hens,  at  an 
advance  of  from  3  to  5  cents  per  dozen 
above  the  market  price.  Thus  the  seller 
is  better  paid  and  the  buyer  is  better 
satisfied. " 

R.  L.  Simmons  says  :  "The  Minorca 
in  the  South  will  commence  laying  at  5 
to  6  months  old,  under  ordinary  treat- 
ment, and  will  lay  through  the  winter 
when  eggs  are  high,  and  will  lay  more 
eggs  than  any  other  fowl ;  will  bear 
confinement  better  than  any  of  the  non- 
sitters  ,  in  fact,  do  nearly  as  well  as 
when  given  free  range." 

A  copy  of  the  Catalogue  will  be  seiit 
free  by  addressing  the  Secretary,  Row- 
land Story,  187  Arlington  Ave.,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.' 
_ 


HEN  your  poultry  are  lousy,  try  Steyer's 
Liice  Powder.   It  will  bring  good  results. 


BARRED  ROCK  EGGS  from  yard  beaded 
by  Cockerel  from  A.  C.  Hawkins.  Hens  are 
large,  nice  sliape,  well  marked,  and  good  layers. 
,5(1.00  for  13.  A  few  settings  Indian  Game  eggs,  yard 
headed  by  first  Cockerel,  Washington,  D.  C,  Decem- 
ber, '97.  ^2.00  per  13.  Pekin  Duck  eggs.  Pollard 
stock,  $1.00  per  13.      C.  C.  SHORB,  McDaniel,  Md. 


THE  IMPROVED 


VICTOR 

NCUBATOR 

Hatches  Chickens  by  Steam 
'Absolutely  self-reKulatinff. 
The  simpleet,  most  reliable, 
and  cheapest  hrst-class  Hatchet 
in  the  market.  Circulars  free. 
UKO.  EKTEL.  CO.*  Quincy.Iil* 

Niagara  Farm, 

1899   BREEDING  STOCK. 

Mammoth  Pekin  Ducks,  Pure  White  Wyandottes, 
Mammoth  Belgian  Hares,  ^1.00  each.  White  Holland 
Turkeys,  ^2.00  each.  New  Crop  Magara  brand  fine 
cut  green  cured  Clover,  ^l.SO  per  100  pounds. 

One  400-eggsize  Prairie  State  Incubator,  ,930.00,  or 
will  exchange  for  White  Wyandottes. 

rOUI^TRY  SUPPL,IES. 
W.  R.  CURTISS  &  CO.,  Ransoniville,  N.  Y. 
dt^^Circular. 

Liquid  Liice  Killer  banishes  lice  and  all  vermin 
from  poultry  and  stock.    Formula  how  to  make 
and  use  it  10  cents.       GALLATIN  CO.,  York,  Pa. 

Send  loc.  and  receive  plans  and 
a  few  ideas  in  poultry  house 
building  that  will  be  a  surprise 
to  you.     A.  H.  WHITMORK, 
Hammonton,  N.  J. 

GREAT  LAYING  brown  egg  strains  farm- 
raised  Light  Brahma  and  White  Wyandotte 
cockerels,  Barred  P.  Rock  cockerels  and  pullets, 
gl.50,  ^2.00  and  $3M.  Orders  booked  now  for  Nov.  1st 
delivery.  Yearling  bens  ,^1.  Yourmoneybackif  you 
want  it.   Otter  Creek  Poultry  Farm,  Vergennes,  Vt. 

f^fiCifi  T7ERRETS.  Pure  blood,  furnished 
0\'v/*'  -T  not  akin.  Finest  strain  in  the  land. 
Bred  from  good  workers.  Small,  medium  and  large 
birds.  Trained.  Will  kill  rats  and  hunt  rabbits. 
Price  low.  Safe  arrival  guaranteed.  Book  "Care  and 
>Vorkiug"  tree,      &  L.  Farns^ofth,  New  Londou,  O. 
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GEESE  FOR  PROFIT— Continued. 


The  Toulouse  probably  reached  this 
country  at  a  later  date  than  the  Euib- 
deu  or  Bremen  and  African  or  Hong 
Koug  breeds,  as  a  prominent  poultry 
judge  (I.  K.  Felch)  in  a  personal 
letter  states  that  he  saw  both  those 
breeds  at  exhibitions  at  an  earlier 
date  than  the  Toulouse. 

A  veteran  goose  breeder,  William  Ran- 
kiu,  says  of  the  Africans:  "I  think 
the  most  perfect  goose  is  the  pure 
bred  African,  as  they  lay  more  eggs, 
mature  earlier,  and  make  more  pounds 
of  flesh  in  the  same  time,  while  they 
are  very  vigorous  and  hardy,  and  you 
will  almost  always  raise  all  you  hatch. 

The  relatively  large  number  of  males 
required,  the  exclusiveness  of  the 
gander  and  his  mates,  the  comparative 
large  amount  of  range  necessary  for 
the  breeding  stock,  and  their  aversion 
to  close  confinement,  are  some  of  the 
reasons  why  very  large  numbers  of 
geese  cannot  be  profitably  kept  to- 
gether. 

The  utmost  confusion  prevails  in  poul- 
try literature  regarding  the  name  of 
the  African  goose.  Saunders  says : 
"The  principal  breeds  of  geese  are  the 
China  goose  (which  is  also  called  the 
Guinea  goose,  Spanish  goose,  and  a 
host  of  other  names  in  the  English 
tongue),  Toulouse  goose  and  the  Bre- 
men or  Kmbden  goose." 

There  is  a  curious  plan  to  determine  sex 
adopted  in  Cambridgeshire.  All  the 
geese  are  shut  in  a  stable  or  a  pig 
stye;  a  small  dog  is  then  put  in.  It 
is  said,  and  we  believe  with  truth,  the 
geese  will  all  lift  up  their  heads  and 
go  to  the  back  of  the  place,  while  the 
ganders  will  lower  and  stretch  out 
their  necks,  hissing  all  the  time. 

Goose  breeding  is  never  likely  to  be 
monopolized  by  a  few  breeders  on  a 
grand  scale,  but  is  likely  always  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  many  far- 
mers who  have  low  lying  lands  along 
brooks,  rivers,  and  ponds,  which, 
while  comparatively  worthless  for 
other  puposes,  furnish  ideal  condi- 
tions for  successful  goose  breeding. 

The  Canada  gander  is  also  used  for 
mating  with  the  African  or  Toulouse 
goose — the  former  is  preferred — for 
the  breeding  of  the  "mongrel"  or 
"wild  mongrel,"  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  and  which  has  the  reputation 
of  being  second  only  to  canvas-back 
duck  in  quality  and  flavor  when 
properly  prepared  for  the  table. 

Before  the  days  of  steam  or  furnace 
heated  houses  and  coiled  spring  mat- 
tresses, live  geese  feathers  were  a  more 
important  item,  and  commanded  a 
higher  price  than  at  present,  and  the 
fact  that  the  breeding  birds  could  be 
plucked  from  one  to  three  or  more 
times  a  season  was  an  inducement  to 
the  keeping  of  geese  which  has  very 
little  force  now. 

In  regard  to  the  development  of  special 
qualities  by  breeding,  Mr.  Rankin 
says  :  Thirty  years  ago  I  rarely  had 
a  bird  that  would  lay  over  30  eggs  ; 
now  they  often  lay  60,  and  occasion- 
ally more.  When  I  was  a  boy  i:iy 
!  father  used  to  say,  'If  you  raise  10 
I     goslings  from  a  goose,  you  are  all 


right.'  Now  we  feel  that  we  ought  to 
raise  from  25  to  .30." 

Under  date  of  Fel^ruary  17th,  1898, 
William  Rankin  writes  :  "In  1888  I 
kept  12  African  geese,  and  the  flock 
averaged  37.42  eggs  each.  I  also  kept, 
the  same  year,  6  Toulouse  geese  which 
averaged  30.68  eggs  each,  while  10 
Embdens,  kept  the  same  season,  aver- 
aged 28.12  eggs  per  goose.  I  have 
since  done  better  with  the  Embden  ; 
I  think  one  goose  laid  68  eggs  in  the 
season  of  1895." 

Morris  relates  a  number  of  instances 
where  ganders  have  become  the  in- 
separable companions  of  their  masters, 
following  them  about  the  fields,  on 
hunting  expeditions,  and  into  the 
streets  of  a  town,  like  the  most  de- 
voted dog.  He  also  narrates  how 
faithfully  a  gander  discharged  the  self 
imposed  duty  of  guardian  and  guide 
to  an  old  blind  woman.  Whenever 
she  went  to  church  he  directed  her 
footsteps  into  safe  paths  by  taking 
hold  of  her  gown  with  his  bill,  and 
during  the  service  he  nipped  the  grass 
in  the  cemetery  close  by,  until  she 
required  his  services  as  guide  to  return 
home. 


Questions  Briefly  Answered. 


F 


OK  SALE.  S.  C.  White  Leg:liorn  cockerels; 
line  stock;  7oc.  each.     J.  A.  Ainge,  Dover,  N.  J. 


SEXD  a  2-cent  stamp  to  A.  F.  Steyer  &  Co.,  2H05 
North  18th  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  a  free 
sample  of  Steyer's  Liioe  Powder. 


will  need  a  stimulant  when 
the  weather  gets  cold  and 
every  tiling  is  covered  with 
snow.  Tlie  very  best  stimu- 
lant known  for  egg  produc- 
tion is 

PioneerCloverMeal 

It  is  finely  ground  clover  hay  which  has  been  care 
fully  cured  so  aa  to  preserve  its  natural  green  color 
and  arouia.  It  is  ground  by  our  special  made  ma- 
chinery and  packed  in  new  sacks.  Prices,  50  lbs. 
$1.00;  100  lbs,  |'2.II0;  5  lbs.  25c.  Send  for  FREE 
sample  book;  endorsed  by  all  leading  poultry  editors. 

THE  JENNETT  &  MILIETT  COMPAHY, 
Gouvcrneur,  N.  Y. 


Condensed  Replies   to   the  Many  In- 
quiries Received  at  this  Ojfice. 


E.  D.  E.  :  If  your  chicks  have  no  lice 
they  must  be  suffering  from  indiges- 
tion. Do  you  feed  cornnieal  mixed 
with  cold  water?  That  will  do  it. 
Cornmeal  should  never  be  fed  vouiig 
chicks  excepting  in  a  cooked  stale. 

S.  S.  :  Fowls  really  are  not  fit  to  eat 
during  molting.  The  strength  of  the 
feed  goes  into  the  growtli  of  the 
feathers,  and  this  makes  the  meat  un- 
attractive to  the  taste. 

J.  S.  B.  :  Painting  the  hard  corn  on  the 
bottom  of  the  foot  liberally  with 
tincture  of  iodine,  daily  for  about  a 
week,  is  apt  to  scatter  the  swelling. 

B.  F.  B.  :  To  disinfect  with  sulphur, 
wrap  about  one  pound  in  a  newspaper 
and  place  in  an  iron  vessel.  Set  fire 
to  the  newspaper  and  get  out  of  the 
building.  Be  sure  that  every  window 
and  door  is  closed.  After  burning 
about  an  hour  or  two,  open  the  win- 
dow and  leave  out  the  smoke.  In  2 
or  3  hours  it  will  be  safe  for  the  fowls 
to  enter. 

TRAP  NEST. 

Patent  applied  for. 
Send  for  a  circular  of  the  RECORD. 

S.  A.  McWILLIAMS,  Jr., 
3456  ]Michif<an  Aveiuie,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

oultry  Printing 

I  make  a  specialty  of  jipultry  jjriiitinfr,  hav- 
ing cuts  of  all  kinds  of  poultry.  Anything 
you  want  in  that  line  you  Aj  i'l  save  money 
hy  asking  for  prices. 
TJNION  PRINTING  CO.,  Anthony,  R.  I. 

1.  K.  FELCH  &  SON. 

Box  K,  Natick,  Mass. 
Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
and  "White  Wyandottes, 

 BRED    ON    PRACTICAL  LINES.  

Standard  Points  and  Egg  Records  Combined. 
Knclose  stamps  for  24  page  catalogue. 


FOUR 


Poultry  Papers 
For  $1.15. 


for 


None  Better;    None  as  Good 
Practical  Poultrymen. 

FARM-POULTRY,  semi-monthly,  Price  $1.00 
INTER-STATE  POULTRYMAN,  monthly,  .50 
POULTRY  KEEPER,  "  .50 

A  FEW  HENS,  "  .25 

You  Save  SI. 10  Cold  Cash,  and  get  the  Cream  of  Poultry  Knowledgre. 

The  four  papers  one  year,  all  sent  to  one  address,  post-paid,  for 
$1.15.    Send  all  orders  to  us.    The  combiiKitiou  cannot  be  changed 
or  filled  as  above,  unless  all  ordered  at  one  time. 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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A  Kew  Hens 


F.  p.  :  When  a  regular  vomit  comes 
from  the  fowl  held  up  by  the  legs,  it 
is  a  sigu  of  iudigestion.  See  that 
there  is  plenty  of  good,  sharp  grit, 
and  that  there  is  either  constantly  a 
supply  of  charcoal  within  reach,  or 
some  is  mixed  with  the  morning 
mash. 

*** 

BROILERS  AND  CHICKS. 

C.  H.  V.  H.  :  To  make  a  living  out  of 
broilers,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
about  200  hens  to  furnish  the  eggs. 
It  would  require  an  incubator  capacity 
of  1200  eggs  to  handle  the  eggs  laid, 
and  a  brooder  capacity  ojf  about  1500 
to  2000  chicks. 

W.  S.  S.  :  It  is  a  common  affair  to  find 
chicks  in  flocks  more  or  less  bare  of 
feathers.  This  is  noticeable  almost 
exclusively  among  the  smaller  chicks 
of  the  flock.  We  have  an  idea  that  it 
is  caused  by  these  smaller  chicks 
crowding  vmder  the  larger  ones  at 
night  and  sweating.  This  continued 
sweating  seems  to  rot  the  feathers  at 
the  base  and  they  fall  out.  We  are  not 
giving  that  as  a  fact,  but  it  is  a  theory 
that  we  have,  after  closely  watching 
chicks  for  years. 

B.  B.  :  Chicks  should  be  thoroughly 
dry  before  removing  from  the  incuba- 
tor. The  brooder  should  be  about  90 
degrees  in  heat  when  the  chicks  are 
first  put  in.  A  brooder  house  that 
maintains  a  heat  of  80  degrees  in  the 
day  time,  will  not  be  that  at  night.  It 
is  imperative  that  a  sufficient  heat  be 
kept  up  at  night. 

B.  B.  :  It  is  a  mistake  to  feed  young 
chicks  exclusively  on  millet  seed,  or 
any  one  article  of  diet.  They  need  a 
variety  from  the  start.  It  was  that 
continued  millet  diet  that  brought  011 
the  bowel  troubles.  We  start  chicks 
with  rolled  oats  and  dry  bread  crumbs. 
After  10  days  old  we  gradually  wean 
them  over  to  mixture  composed  of 
bran,  middlings,  oatmeal  and  corn- 
meal,  and  as  they  grow  older  add 
meat  scraps.  During  the  day,  by  way 
of  variety,  we  give  them  some  whole 
wheat.  Charcoal  and  grit  is  also  added 
to  the  daily  ]nU  of  fare. 

*** 

FOOD  AND  FEEDING. 
S.  S.  :     Sweet  corn  is  relished  by  fowls, 

by  way  of  variety. 
H.  M.   S.  :     Cow  peas  are  principally 

used   by  farmers   for   soiling.  The 

seed  can  be  had  of  almost  any  dealer 

in  seeds. 

C.  H.  G.  :  Extract,  as  referred  to  in 
feed  tables,  is  an  inspissated,  ex- 
pressed, or  exuded  juice. 

E.  L.  S.  :  Sweet  potatoes  are  relished 
by  fowls,  but  they  should  be  fed  raw. 
To  feed  them  cooked  makes  a  too- 
fattening  food. 

E.  W.  A.  :  Both  buckwheat  and  barley 
are  good  grains  to  add  to  the  bill  of 
fare  by  way  of  variety,  but  they  must 
be  fed  with  more  or  less  caution,  as 
they  are  of  a  fattening  nature. 

J.  C.  H.  :  We  feed  raw  apples  three 
and  four  times  a  week  to  our  poultry, 
and  have  not  yet  noticed  any  V)ad 
effects  from  it. 

H.  H.  :  Any  grain  fed  exclusively  is 
apt  to  produce  bowel  trou1)les. 

K.  L.  J.  :    It  is  an  excellent  idea  to 


occasionally  mix  sand  with  the  soft 

food,  especially  if  the  sand  is  coarse. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  preventatives  of 

indigestion. 
E.  D.  P.  :    We  never  used  the  American 

Cereal  Co.'s  food,  but  have  had  good 

reports  from  parties  that  have  used  it. 

We  cannot  say  if  it  is  better  than  the 

H-O  Co.'s  prepai-ed  food  or  not. 
I.  S.  J.  :     Rape  is  an  excellent  green 

food  for  poultry. 
H.  S.  C.  :     Onions   are  excellent  for 

both  old   and    young   stock.  Chop 

them  up  about  the  size  of  whole  corn. 
W.  M.  L.  :    You  can  get  bread  crumbs 

from  Johnson  &  Stokes,  217  Market 

street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

*** 
BUILDING. 

E.  D.  E.  :  If  the  lamp  brooders  do  not 
warm  your  house  enough  in  winter, 
you  should  have  a  coal  stove  in  the 
room  to  furnish  the  extra  heat.  An 
iinderground  brooding  house  would 
not  do. 

C.  F.  P.  :  We  never  favored  top  venti- 
lators. A  much  better  plan  is  to  have 
a  mosquito  netting  door  at  the  hole 
where  the  fowls  go  through  to  get 
out  into  the  runs.  Then,  besides,  on 
fine  days,  throw  open  the  doors  and 
windows  and  let  in  the  pure  air  and 
sunshine. 

H.  L.  S.  :  The  Prairie  State  Incubator 
Co.,  Homer  City,  Pa.,  furnish  plans 
for  improved  incubator  and  brooder 
houses. 

C.  H.  V.  H.  :  For  poultry  buildings 
there  is  certainly  nothing  better  than 
Neponset  paper. 


I 


BUILT  FOR  BUSINESS 

That's  the  idea.  Ts'oihing  fancy;  iR>thin<r  foo- 
ish  ;  just  straight,  practical,  honest,  las^inlg 

The  Cyphers  Incubators 

positively  warranted  to  last  TEN  YEARS, 
without  repairs.Guaranteed  to  0UT-HAT€1I, 
during  three  trials,  any  other  incubator  on 
the  HiarketTHlSOR  YOUR  MONEY  HACK. 
Circulars  and  price  list  free.  136  page  (8x11 
inches)  Cyphers'  Treatise  on  Incubation, 
^   ,  ide  to  Poultry  Culture  for  10c  in  stamps — wonh 

doiianT.  the  Cyphers  Incubator  Co.,  Box29,  Way  land,  N.  Y. 


I  No 

ISUPPllCD 

1  Moisture 
_  '■Self- 
regulating. 

SElf-VEHTILtTING' 

Catalogue  and 


M 

8_ 

Rhode  Island  Reds,  Brown  Leghorns  and  Ja.vas. 
Surplus  stock  in  cockerels  and  breeders.  Good 
cockerels  82.00;  three  for  p.OO.  Write. 

GEO.  A.  CHAPIN,  Hampden,  Mass. 


Y  Buff  Rocks  and  Wyaiidottes  have  won 
rriauy  prizes.    Old  and  young  stock  for  sale. 
J.  F.  DAY,  ShuslVan,  N.  Y. 

PREMIUMS   ON  85  ENTRIES. 

O    l$arred  and  White  Rocks,  White  Wyandottes, 


Uneeda  n 


TRAP 
EST. 


You  "push  the  button"  the  hen  "does 
the  rest."    You  get  the  hen  and  the  egg. 

W.  M.  LLOYD,  Tuckahoe,  N.  Y. 

Ofifi   "DREEDERS  of  all  varieties  for  sale. 
^\'\f         75  Cockerels,  clieap.  Write  your  wants 
and  I  will  give  you  low  prices. 
James  M.  Smith,  Perkiomenville,  Montg.  Co.,  Pa. 

LICE  AND  BAD  LUCK 

Keep  vour  poultry  free  from  lice  and  you  will 
have  no  trouble  with  other  diseases. 

PIKE'S  LICE  DESTROYER 

will  kill  the  lice  and  mites  or  money  refunded. 
Cend  for  circulars  and  prices. 

i$PRA61TG  COMMISSION  CO., 
Soutii  Water  Street,       <Jliicaj>:o,  111. 


H.  W.  P.  :  Building  on  rented  ground 
is  more  or  less  of  a  risk.  No  one 
cares  to  erect  substantial  buildings  ou 
land  that  belongs  to  another,  and, 
consequently,  too  much  is  done  for  "a 
shift." 

R.  P.  J.  :  The  floor  of  the  hen  house 
should  always  be  about  a  foot  higher 
than  the  level  of  the  land  outside. 
That  will  prevent  much  dampness. 

T.  O.  B.  :  We  prefer  earth  floors,  as  the 
fowls  do  better. 

B.  P.  A.  :  The  ceiling  of  the  house 
should  be  double-boarded,  with  an 
air  space  between.  It  will  prevent 
frost  accumulating. 

*** 
EGGS. 

I.  A.  S.  :  Our  experience  in  hatching 
Brahma  eggs  shows  that  in  Spring  it 
very  often  takes  a  hen  a  day  or  two 
longer  to  hatch  them  than  it  does  any 
other  eggs.  They  hatch  as  well  in 
incubators  as  any  eggs  of  the  Ameri- 
can class,  but  they  require  different 
treatment  as  far  as  moisture  is  con- 
cerned. 

J.  M.  S.  :  The  White-Faced  Black 
Spanish  lays  a  larger  sized  egg  than 
any  other  breed. 

P.  O.  :  Reifjeated  experiments  made  on 
A  Few  Hens  Experimental  Farm 
have  proved  that  the  best  plan  for 
securing  strong,  fertile  eggs,  is  either 
have  two  males  for  one  pen,  or  three 
males  for  two  pens,  and  change  them 
every  night. 

F.  R.  B.  :  New  York  prefers  a  white 
egg.  They  are  partial  to  what  is 
known  as  the  "White  Leghorn  egg," 
which  is  not  so  much   due   to  the 

A Few  Cockerels  and  Pullets,  R.  I.  Reds, farm 
raised,  good  stock.    Pairs  (J'oup;  trios  g7  and  up. 
P.  R.  PARK,  195  Lowell  Street,  Methuen,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES  hred  for  eggs  and' 
meat.  Cockerels  and  Pullets  gtl.OOto  ^2.00each. 
E.  SCHAAF,  Box  121,  Woodbury,  N.  Y. 

T7'/^T>  C<  4  T  Ti^  No.  1  "Dandy"  bone  mill, 
r*  iJJtl  J^AJUll/.  ^7.50,  cost  «!10.  Four  Cor- 
nish Indian  hens,  2  pullets,  1  cockerel,  ^5  for  the  lot. 
20  W.  Wyandotte  and  B.  P.  Rock  cockerels,  ^1  each. 
March  hatched.    C.  N.  Tillotson,  Boonton,  N.  J. 

NEW  YORK  PAYS 

highest  price  for  White  Leghorn  eggs.    AVhy  raise 
brown  ones?    Big,  lusty  cockerels  at  )?2.00  each. 
G.  E.  CHALFAlSfT,  Hanimonton,  N.  J. 

The  Cuckoo  Won 

The  Cuckoo  Trap  Nest,  in  the  severest  test  carried 
out  at  A  Few  Hens  Experimental  Farm,  won  first 
as  containing  the  most  good  points.  It  is  a  double 
door  nest,  well  ventilated,  makes  a  handsome 
appearance,  and  does  the  work  accurately.  Price 
$IM.       JOHN  GEISHAKEK,  Hanimonton,  N.  J. 

.All  for   One  [Dollar! 

Profitable  Poultry  Farming,  retail, 
A  Living  From  Poultry,  " 
Broilers  for  Profit,  " 
Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  " 
A  Few  Hens,  nionthly,  one  year,   

Total,  !)(!1.7.'>. 
By  ordering  at  once  will  send  the  above  collection 
tor"!iiil.OO.  Address, 

MICHAEL,   K.  BOYER, 
Box  A,  Hammonton,  (Atlantic  Co.,)  New  Jersey. 

WHEN  YOU  HAVJ:  ANY 

Poultry  for  Market 

Write  for  prices  to 

Produce  Commission  Mercliant, 

No.  .303  South  Front  Street,  Pin  ladelpii  I  A,  I'A. 


25  Cents: 

25 

50 

50  " 
25  " 


1899. 


A   Few  Hens 
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Our  Market  Report. 


An  Accurate  Accomit  of  the  Highest, 
Lowest  and  Average  Prices  for  the 
Best  3larket  Stock,  Paid  During  the 
Month  of  August — Goods  Not  up  to 
the  Standard  Received  Proportionately 
Less. 


NEW  YORK. 


Furnished  A  FEW  HENS  by  Diilany  &  Braytin, 
41  Hewitt  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

Highest,  Lowest,  Av., 

Fresh  eggs                             19  16  1-2  174-5 

Philada.  Roasting  Chickens,  23  19  21 

Broilers                                   20  17         18  1-2 

Fowls                                       13  II  1-2    12  1-4 

Ducks                                      17  12         14  6-7 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Furnished  A  FEW  HENS  by  Philip  Quigley, 
303  South  Front  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Highest,    Lowest,  Av., 

Fresh  Eggs   16  1-2  13  1-2  15 

Hens,  live   13  n  12 

Hens,  dressed   12  11  n  2-3 

Roasting  Chickens,  live   14  12  13 

Roasting  Chickens,  dressed  18  15  16  1-2 

Old  Roosters,  live                      8  7  72-3 

Old  Roasters,  dressed               71-2  7  71-4 

Ducks,  live   11  10  10  2-3 

BOSTON. 


Furnished  A  FEW  HENS  by  Bennett.  Rand  & 
Co.,  20  North  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Highest,    Lowest,  Av., 

Eggs,  nearby  and  Cape   22  22  22 

Eggs,  Eastern,   17  17  17 

Eggs,  Vt.  and  N.  H   17  17  17 

ijggs,  West'n,  selected  fresh  15  1-2  14  1-2  15 

Northern  and  E-^ster.v. 

Chickens,  dressed   20  20  20 

Chickens,  live   14  12  13 

Fowls,  dressed   12  1-2  12  1-2  121-2 

Fowls,  live   II  1-2  10  103-4 

Roosters,  live   7  7  7 

Broilers,  nearby   18  14  16 

Ducks,  dressed   16  16  16 

Western. 

Turkeys,   11  n  n 

Turkeys,  old  toms   11  10  1-2  10  3-4 

Broilers   15  12  132-5 

Fowls   II  1-2  II  II  2-3 

Old  cocks   71-2  71-2  71-2 

CHICAGO. 


Furnished  A  FEW  HENS  by  the  Sprague  Com- 
mission Co.,  21S  So.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

Highest,    Lowest,  Av., 

Eggs,  fresh   12  1-2  11  11  2-3 

Chickens,  hens,  scalded. .. .  10         9  92-3 

Chickens,  hens,  alive   91-2     9  83-4 

Spring  chickens,  scalded..  13  10  n  4-7 

Spring  chickens,  live   13  10  11  3  6 

Roosters,  old,  live   6  6  6 

Roosters,  young,  live   6  6  6 

Roosters,  dressed   6         6  6 

Ducks,  live,  old   71-2     7  71-4 

Ducks,  live,  spring   9  8  81-4 

Ducks,  dressed,  old   10         71-2  9 

Ducks,  dressed,  spring   9  71-28  13 

Geese,  live,  per  dozen   $5. 50  $5.50  $5.50 

Geese,  dressed,  old   7         7  7 

Geese,  dressed,  spring   12  12  12 

Turkey  hens,  dressed   10         8  1-2  9  1-3 

Turkey  gobblers,  live   8  71-2  73-4 

Turkey  hens,  live   9  81-2  83-4 

Turkey  gobblers,  young..  10  10  10 

Turkey  gobblers,  dressed. .  8  71-2  73-4 

"I  f\f\  Cocker&ls,  early  f;irm  raised. noted  strains. 
l,\f\J  White,  Buff,  Silver  Wyan.;  Barred,  White 
P.  Rocks;  S.  C.  Wh.  Leg.,  )?1.50.  Wh.  Hoi.  Turkeys, 
i?2.   Maple  Shade  Poultry  Farm,  Staiifordville,N.  Y. 

Vigorous  W.  Wyandottes,W.  Leghorns,  B.  P.  Rocks, 
pullets,  coclierels,  yearling  hens  and  P.  ducks; 
farm  range,  utility  bred;  cheap  to  make  room. 
Liberty' Poultry  Farm,  Harrington  Park,  N.J. 

WHITE  Wyandottes  (Andrews  strain), 
HITK  Plymoiitli  Kooks  (Empire  strain). 
Farm  r-iised.    Cockerels  S2.00  and  ?.3.00  each. 
S.  C.  White  f.,es:horn  Cockerels,  gl.OO  each. 
J.  A.  JOHNSON,  Briggs  Corner,  Attleboro,  Mass. 


breed  as  it  is  to  a  good-sized  pure  water  soaked,  is  apt  to  produce  colds 

white   egg.      You    would    have    no  and  roup. 

trouble  in  disposing  of  your  Black  J.  A.  D.  :    We  have  always  found  the 

Minorca  eggs  under  that  head.  Langshan  a  hardy  bird.    But  like  in 

M.  Iv.  H.  :    We  have  heard  of  a  prepar-  all  breeds,  you  are  apt  to  come  across 

ation   which   closely   resembles    the  a  delicate  strain.    That  probably  is 

contents  of  an  egg,  but  there  will  the  secret  of  your  experience, 

never  be  any  danger  of  any  prepara-  J.  G.  :    The  Black-Breasted  Red  Game 

tiou  hurting  the  hen  egg  market.  is  probably  the  most  popular  of  the 

T.  A.  L.  :     We  do  not  know  of  any  •    Game  family.    As  a  rule,  Games  are 

reliable  method  of  destroying  the  fer-  only  indifferent  layers, 

tility  of  an  egg.    Some  poultrymen  H.  J.   K.  :      We   consider  the  Light 

prick  them  with  a  sharp  needle,  and  Brahma  the  hardiest  of  all  breeds, 

others  dip  them  for  a  second  in  hot  S.  P.  T. :    There  never  was  a  recognized 

water.    But  neither  of  them  are  ab-  breed  of   Creepers  in  this  country, 

solutely  certain.  Some  years  ago  an  effort  was  made  to 

L.  B.  L.  :    A  hen  will  lay  just  as  many  create    such    a    breed,   but    it  fell 

eggs  without  the  attentions  of  a  male  through. 

bird  as  with  one.  J.  O.  G.  :    J.  H.  Drevenstedt  was  prob- 

G.  O.  B. :    The  Cochin  egg  is  smaller  aldy  the  first  poultryman  to  recognize 

than  that  of  the  Brahma.    The  latter  the  superiority  of  the  Wyandotte  over 

breed  is  also  the  better  layer.  all  other  breeds  for  broiler  purposes. 

W.  G.  P.  :     The  Black  Orpington,  we 
understand,  was  some  years  ago  made 

-^■^^^    •   .          ^  lip  from  crosses  between  the  Black 

J.  B. :     We  have  no  reliable  data  re-  Minorca,  Black  Langshan  and  Barred 

garding  the  manufacttire  of  the  White  Plymouth  Rock,  by  Wm.  Cook,  St. 

Wonders,  but  the  general  impression  Marvs  Cray,  Kent,  England, 

is  that  they  were  originally  produced  p.  q.  T.  :    I.  K.  Felch  might  well  be 

by  crossing  White  Wyandotte  cocks  termed  the  introducer  of  Light  Brah- 

on  Light  Brahma  hens.  mas  in  this  country. 

J.  B.  :    The  Houdans  are  excellent  lay-  ^  ^ 

ers.    Their  eggs  are  large  and  white.  * 

As  table  fowls  there  are  none  better.  MATING. 

The  only  serious  handicap  the  breed  J.  B.  :     We  do  not  favor  mating  the 

has  is  the  crest.    This,  if  it  becomes  sire  to  his  offspring.    That  is  the  mo;  t 

—  —  If  your  hens  are  shedding  their  feath- 

\m  ^%  ¥^  ^T^¥           ^  ^■^^                 laying,  they  are  out  of 

^^""^"•^VO  Pra  I  I  ■    I  I  lyl^  condition.    The  best  poultry  authori- 

f^^k)t\  yKr-^-^^^m  fi.  I  I  I  ^^^^         "'^^^^^  hens  are  in  condition 

^^^^^j^                                     —  they  will  lay  perfect  eggs  and  plenty 

^"^^^^  of  them. ' '    Then  help  them  over  molt- 

^^jVx^v^v- '"^r^^    '^'^    \    *  ing  time  or  your  egg  profit  will  be  lost. 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

l^^^^i^^^^^^^^^^^  will  help  the  molting  hens.    The  pro- 

^       ^^^^^^^^^"^^^^^8  cess  of  molting  is  a  very  exhausting 

■  ^^^     ^^^K! i4>^r  one.    The  growing  of  new  feathers  re- 

Ll                 'I^^'n'^^^^^^  quires  all  the  nitrogen  and  phosphates 

I  I  r  ^1  O ^S^^^P^^  in  the  food,  so  that  there  is  an  extra 

1  1 1  iu  \  \  ^  demand  upon  the  strength.    The  ele- 

ffg  ^                TP""!  ments  needed  by  poultry  at  molting, 

I            IH  in  addition  to  good  food,  are  contained 

^^^^^^1    I           I  in  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  to 

~VJ^^"             ^fc^Jt^  a  high  degree.    Thousands  of  poultry- 

Sl  ip^^l^it  l^'S  men  have  proven  it  to  be  worth  its 

M  H  IrllJMijl^elllKl  weight  in  gold  for  molting  hens.  It 

I  I              CONDII  IUPI  k^^PS  them  in  health,  helps  form  the 

^  .  «  plumage,  and  gets  them  in  con- 

^1        E3  dition  to  lay  when  prices  are  high. 

I                              Lm  I  %  Hens  rarely  lay  when  they  are  molting. 

JOHN  R.  JONES,  of  SufEeld,  Conn.,  says:— "I  find  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  fed  once 
daily  in  the  food,  very  valuable  for  molting  hens.  It  assists  in  growing  new  feathers,  makes 
the  combs  bright  red,  and  gives  a  rich,  natural  gloss  to  the  plumage.  Have  used  it  for  years." 

When  your  hens  show  signs  of  molting,  feed  them  once  daily,  in  a  hot 
bran  mash,  Sheridan's  Powder.  It  will  help  your  hens  to  get  their  new 
coat  quickly  and  will  bring  young  pullets  to  early  laying.  Do  this  and  you 
will  have  as  others  do  who  have  tried  the  plan,  an  abundance  of  eggs  to  sell 
in  the  fall  and  winter  months  when  eggs  sell  from  25  to  45  cents  per  dozen. 

C.  A.  GRAVES,  of  West  Whately,  Mass.,  says: — "Sheridan's  Condition  Powder,  is  in  my 
opinion  the  best  egg  producer  ever  discovered.  I  have  fed  it  for  three  years  and  shall  con- 
tinue its  use  for  growing  stock,  as  it  helps  to  develop  and  hasten  the  maturity  of  pullets." 

J.  W.  HEGE,  of  Williamson,  Pa.,  says: — "I  received  $5.00  worth  of  Sheridan's  Powder  of 
you.  Began  to  feed  the  Powder  at  once.  Our  eggs  increased  three  times  the  amount  in  a 
month's  feeding.  I  can  say  if  the  farmer  will  begin  to  feed  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 
early  in  the  fall,  his  hens  will  be  ready  to  lay  daily  when  eggs  commence  to  rise." 

Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  by  mail.  Large  cans  most  economical  to  buy. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Home,  Send  to  Us.     Ask  First. 

"We  send  one  pack,  25  cts;  five,  gl.OO.  A  two-pound  can,  ^1.20;  Six,  g!5.00.  Express  paid.  Sample 
copy  "best  Poultry  paper"  sent  free.      I.  S.  JOHNSON  <fe  CO.,  22  Custoui  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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A  Kew  Hens 


Sept.  is 


dangerous  kind  of  inbreeding.  Better 
secure  new  blood. 

E.  C.  S.  :  Crosses  produce  stamina,  but 
they  destroy  the  purity  of  the  breed. 

A.  W.  C.  :  Much  credit  is  due  the  fan- 
ciers for  the  maintenance  of  the  purity 
of  breeds,  Imt  there  is  no  doubt  about 
their  destroying  the  usefulness  of  the 
breeds  when  breeding  too  closely  in 
relationship. 

C.  C.  I.  :    A  fancier  mates  for  what  he  ' 

wants    in    Standard    markings.  A 
-  breeder  mates  for  eggs  and  carcasses. 
That  is  the  difference  between  the 
two.  ■ 

W.  I.  A. :  When  using  two  males  for 
one  hen,  or  three  males  for  two  hens, 
it  is  best  to  liave  the  males  brothers. 

P.  M.  H.  :  Always  mate  the  hardiest 
and  most  rugged  of  stock.  Never 
use  a  bird  having  any  weakness. 

P.  C.  C. :  Either  a  cockerel  to  one-year 
old  hens,  or  a  one-year  old  male  to 
two-year  old  hens,  are  matings  for 
vigor. 

L.  I.  P-  :    We  are  not  fully  acquainted 
with  the  double-mating  systems.  They 
■  belong  to  the  fancy. 

Iv.  K.  M.  :  I.  K.  Felch  &  Son,  Natick, 
Mass.,  will  send  a  breeding  chart  for 
a  two-cent  stamp  that  gives  valuable 
information  in  that  art. 

F.  H.  S. :  There  is  no  truth  in  the 
assertion  that  year  old  hens  will  not 
produce  strong,  vigorous  stock.  Some 
of  the  finest  birds  we  have  ou  our 
farm  were  produced  from  yearling 
hens. 

A.  B.  S.  :  If  you  want  eggs  for  breed- 
ing about  March  or  April,  we  should 
not  mate  the  birds  before  about  Janu- 
ary or  February. 

Linden  Poultry  Yards 


MITE  ffyaDfloltes 

GOLDEI^   EGG  STTlAm. 

I  have  a  large  nurnber  of  early  hatched  cockerels, 
sons  and  grandsons  of  old  Golden  Egg,  for  sale. 
They  are  excellent  breeders.    April  hatched  cock- 
erels weigh  6  1-2  to  7  pounds.      Prices  reasonable. 
\VM.  E.  SARGENT.  Lancaster.  Mass. 

The  RELIABLE  Nest  Box 

Points  out  eacli  layer  and  her  egg'.  Simple, 
Reliable,  Safe,  Cheap.  10  cents  per  nest.  Complete 
Plans  and  Directions  for  making  three  styles,  sent 
for  §1.00.  Send  for  circular.  Mention  A  Few  Hens. 
M.  L.  NEWELL,  Box  179,  Denver,  Colo. 

Established  1855. 

BENNETT,  RAND  &  CO., 

Commission  Merchants, 

POULTRY,  GAME,  BUTTER,  EGGS,  Etc. 

Nos.  19  and  20  North  Market  Street, 
 and  19  Clinton  Street.  Bostoa',  Mass.  

IF  BOTH  PAPEBS 

We   Will   Make  the  Price  as  Follows: 

A  FEW  HENS  oiie  year.  25  Cents. 
FARM-POULTRY  oiie  year,  75  Cents. 

BOTH  $1.00. 

This  saves  you  twenty  per  cent, 
as  the  regular  price  is  ,91.25. 

SEND   ALL   ORDERS  TO 
I.   S.   JOHNSON  &   CO..   Boston,  Mass. 

t'^  HaveitintheHouse 

For  the  common  ailments  which  will  occnt 
in  every  family  as  long  as  life  has  woes. 
She  can  safely  trust  what  time  has  indorsed. 

T  have  been  a  standard  hearer  more  than  fifty 
years  for  Johnson's  Anodyne  Liniment.  I  have 
found  it  superior  to  any  other.  My  grand- 
children and  great-grand-children  continue  to 
use  it.  Mrs.  W.  L,  Tozibk,  E.  Corinth,  Maine. 


People  "We  Know. 

Fads  and  News  Gleaned  Especially  for  A  FEW 
HENS  About  People  We  Know. 


We  haven't  all  the  best  stock  to  he  foimd,  but  we 
have  some  of  it.  A  pleasure  to  send  our  circular  if 
you  mention  A  Few  Hens.    Ten  tine  BufE  Leghorn 
hens  and  a  400-egg  Reliable  Inculiator  for  sale. 
C.  B.  CROWELL,  Brattleboro,  Vt. 


jOHNSOlTs 

POULTRY  PLANT  JINODYNH 


For  Sale. 


Sixty  acres;  three  laying  houses  (capacity  800), 
two  brooder  houses  (capacity  4000  chicks).  Incuba- 
tor cellar.  Houses  modern  and  convenient  in  every 
way.  Three  cottages,  two  barns,  sheds,  etc.  Young 
orchard  containing  some  l•^00  fruit  trees. 

Town  of  3.500  and  city  of  20.000  about  b  miles  dis- 
tant. In  mountains,  fine  climate  and  fine  views. 
Satisfactory  reason  for  selling  given  if  desired. 
Will  be  sold  cheap  ,r  taken  at  once. 

WALTER  WATSON,   Salem,  Va 


Originated  by  an  old  Family  Physician;  is 
recommended  by  physicians;  has  relieved 
more  suffering  than  any  other  remedy. 
It  is  for  Internal  as  much  as  External  use. 
Dropped  on  sugar  it  is  pleasant  to  take  for 
colds,  coughs,  croup,  colic,  cramps,  pains. 


WHITE  WYAND0TTE8,  S'^^SoO^'^'^SaTISF^*"' 


Entire  time  given  to  breeding  for  eggs  and  meat. 
Large,  vigorous  March  cockerels,  sired  by  a  10  1-2 
pound  cock,  mated  to  9  pound  unrelated  females. 
We  have  some  Beanties  for  $3.00. 
Eggs  from  same  mating-,  5S3  per  13. 
We  will  try  to  please. 
HOMESTEAD  POCJLTRY  FARM,  Hopkinton,  Mass. 

r^T  17  4  T>  GRIT.  OYSTER  SHELLS, 
V  1 .1 1  J V  I i  3IEAT  MEAL,  cheapest  and 
best  on  the  market;  also  B.  P.  Rocks,  White  Wy- 
andottes.  White  Indian  Games,  Brahma  Bantams 
and  W.  C.  Black  Polish.  As  s'ood  as  the  best.  Can 
please  the  most  exacting.  Write  for  list. 

D.  LINCOLN  ORE,  Box  9,  Orr's  Mills,  N.  Y. 


There  is  not  a  remedy  in  use  which  has  the 
confidence  of  tbe  public  to  a  greater  extent. 

Our  book  on  INFI.AMMATION  sent  free. 
Directions  with  every  bottle.  At  druggists. 
Price  35c.    I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Parsons'  Pills 

"Best  Liver  Pill  made."  Positively  cure  Bilious- 
ness, Sick  Headache,  all  Liver  and  Bowel  com- 
plaints. They  expel  all  impurities  from  the  blood. 
Delicate  women  find  relief  from  using  them, 
Price  25c.  I.  S.  JoHJfSON  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass, 


Neponset  roofing  beats  shingles. 
Sheridan's  Condition   Powder  helps  mouUiug 
hens. 

Now  is  the  time  to  buy  a  bone  cutter.  See  the 
advertisements  in  this  issue. 

Read  Prof.  Cusliman's  advertisement  of  Rhode 
Island  Reds.    He's  got  grand  good  stock. 

lyOok  up  the  incubator  and  brooder  advertise- 
ments. It's  a  good  time  now  to  place  your 
orders. 

The  Reliable  Incubator  and  Brooder  Co.,  Quincy, 
Ills.,  have  just  issued  a  new  manual  on  incu- 
bators, brooders,  poultry  supplies  and  poultry. 

Every  beginner  wants  our  combination  ;  A  Ftw 
Hens  one  year,  and  our  books  Broilers  for 
Piofit,  Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  Profitable  Poultry 
Farming,  and  A  Living  from  Poultry.  The 
complete  set  for  $1. 

Rocky  Hill  Grit,  advertised  in  this  issue,  is  fast 
coming  to  the  front  as  a  hard,  sharp  and  valu- 
able grit.  Before  laying  in  a  supply  of  grind- 
ing material,  it  will  be  advisable  to  see  a  sam- 
ple of  this  article. 

W.  V.  Russ,  proprietor  of  the  Excelsior  Wire 
and  Poultry  Supply  Co.,  28  Vcsey  Street,  New 
York  city,  is  making  the  sale  of  thoroughbred 
poultry  a  specialty.  Mr.  Russ  has  made 
arrangements  with  some  of  the  best  breeders 
in  the  country,  which  enables  him  to  supply 
almost  anything  needed  in  that  line,  at  very 
close  figures. 

It  is  well  known  to  readers  of  the  newspapers 
that  prices  generally  have  been  advancing 
steadily  here  of  late,  including  those  for  labor, 
lumber  and  metals  of  all  kinds.  As  a  result 
the  prices  of  all  manufactured  articles  must 
soon  follow  suit,  including  the  prices  of  incu- 
bators and  brooders.  This  simply  cannot  be 
helped  ;  there  is  no  way  of  getting  around  it. 
The  Cyphers  Incubator  Co.,  Wayland,  N.  Y., 
therefore  hereby  gives  notice  to  interested 
persons  that  so  soon  as  their  new  catalogue 
and  price  list  for  1899- icoo  is  issued,  which 
will  be  about  Nov.  ist  to  15th,  the  prices  of 
their  incubators  and  brooders  will  be  increased 
fully  20  per  cent.  All  who  think  favorably  of 
buying  a  strictly  first-class  incubator  this  fall 
or  next  winter  will  find  it  much  to  their  ad- 
vantage to  immediately  correspond  with  the 
Cyphers  Co.,  in  order  to  obtain  what  is  wanted 
at  the  present  low  prices.  The  fact  is  that  the 
Cypliers  Co.,  is  in  a  position  just  now  to  save  a 
limited  number  of  customer.s  from  $7  to  f  18  net 
cash,  depending  on  size  of  machines  bought. 
For  full  particulars  address  The  Cyphers  In- 
cubator Co.,  Box  29,  Wayland,  N.  Y. 

It  is  not  a  question  among  successful  poultry- 
men  whether  green  cut  bone  is  profitable  to 
feed;  that  has  been  established  long,  long 
ago,  and  admits  of  no  doubt.  But  it  is  of  great 
importance  that  the  bone  cutter  selected 
should  be  of  the  best,  with  all  up-to-date  im- 
provements. The  F.  W.  Mann  Co.,  were  the 
originators  of  the  bone  cutter,  have  had  the 
largest  experience,  and  have  wonderfully  im- 
proved their  opportunities.  They  have  always 
led,  and  by  surrounding  themselves  with  the 
best  braius,  skilled  workmen,  and  the  very 
best  material,  the  bone  cutters  they  offer  this 
season  are  better  than  ever.  It  was  once  said 
not  long  ago,  by  the  editor  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing poultry  journals,  that  "Mann's  Bone  Cutter 
was  as  far  ahead  of  all  others,  as  an  express 
train  is  ahead  of  a  two-horse  team."  It  has 
been  the  purpose  of  this  Company,  by  fair 
dealing  and  first-class  goods,  to  foster  such 
sentiments  and  to  maintain  the  prestige  so 
long  accorded  to  them.  We  can  heartily  re- 
commend this  firm  to  our  readers,  assuring 
them  that  they  will  receive  the  full  value  for 
their  money,  and  that  all  goods  will  be  just  as 
represented.  Tliey  report  a  successful  busi- 
ness last  year, with  prospects  for  a  still  greater 
trade  this  year.  Their  success  is  a  just  re- 
ward for  the  inventive  skill  that  has  given  to 
the  fraternity  such  valuable  aid  in  the  form  of 
special  machinery  that  has  done  so  much  to 
make  the  poultry  business  a  successful  pro- 
fession^  

SUPPLIES  for  POULTRY. 

50  lb.  bag  Clover  Meal.  gl.  100  lb.  bag  Pure  Beef 
Scraps,  %2:ih\  .50  lbs.  tor  ^1.2,5.  100  lbs.  Meat  Meal, 
100  lb.  bag  Mica  Crystal  Grit,  75  cts.  100  lbs. 
Oyster  Shells  for  7.5  cts.  Lambert's  Death  to  Lice, 
25  cts.  Greeley's  Roup  Cure,  25 and  50  cts.  Price  list 
for  the  asking.    FRED.  F.  KELLY,  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 

TD  T    A  ry'XZ    1%/riNORCAS  bred  for  10  years 
O  Ij^IlV^JlV   ItX   for  heavy  layers.  Yearling 
hens  at  low  price.      Mrs.  GEO.  E.  MONROE, 
Dryden,  N.  Y.   Member  Black  Minorca  Club. 


